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The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Hoiisinf? 
Committees  of  tlie  County  Borough  of  Dewsbury. 


Mrs.  Councillor  Watts  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
upon  the  Health  of  the  Borough  during  1923.  This  Report 
is  made  in  compliance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order, 
1922,  Article  14  (3). 

The  general  form  of  the  Report  adheres  to  the  lines 
indicated  in  Circular  451  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated 
December  15th,  1923. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  17.05,  the  lowest  yet  recorded  for  the 
enlarged  borough,  with  the  exception  of  the  abnormal  year 
1917,  when  it  was  15.8.  The  Birth  Rate  has  decreased 
steadily  since  1920.  The  Death  Rate  was  14.0  ; a rate  some- 
what higher  than  last  year,  but  below  the  average  for  the 
past  13  years. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  19.7,  and 
the  Death  Rate  11.6.  The  Birth  Rate  for  the  105  County 
Boroughs  and  great  towns  was  20.4  ; the  Death  Rate  11.6. 

The  chief  causes  of  deaths  in  Dewsbury  were.  Cancer,  73  ; 
Bronchitis,  103  ; Valvular  Disease  of  the  Heart,  56  ; Cerebral 
Haemorrhage,  56  ; Pneumonia  and  Broncho-Pneumonia,  62  ; 
Nephritis,  37  ; Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  32  ; Influenza,  27. 
Infectious  diseases — excluding  Influenza — caused  33  deaths, 
and  of  these  24  were  due  to  Measles. 

Respiratory  Diseases  play  a very  prominent  part  in  the 
causes  of  death  in  the  town.  This  high  rate  of  incidence  and 
mortality  is  probably  due  to  the  impurity  of  the  atmosphere. 
All  industrial  towns  show  similar  results. 

Infantile  Mortality  in  Dewsbury  in  1923  shows  a very 
considerable  reduction  upon  last  year’s  figures,  and  is  the 
lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  vital  statisticsof  the  County  Borough. 
The  rate  is  still  rather  high,  but  shows  a welcome  improvement 
in  this  respect  upon  past  years.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate 
for  England  and  M’ales  was  69.  The  figure  is  swelled  by  the 
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undue  proportion  of  deaths  occurring  during  the  first  month 
of  life.  A high  Infantile  Mortality,  besides  implying  the  loss 
of  many  infants,  also  means  (a)  '^Thc  maiming  of  many 
survivors  ; (b)  a high  mortality  from  1 to  5 years  of  life  ; 
(c)  the  existence  of  unsatisfactory  home  environment.  In 
the  body  of  my  report  I have  incorporated  an  investigation 
into  the  mortality  from  1 to  5 years  of  age.  This  bears  out 
the  foregoing  statement. 

Tuberculosis  has  not  been  a very  prominent  cause  of 
mortality,  whilst  the  number  of  cases  notified  has  also  fallen. 
The  accommodation  at  Whitley  has  been,  at  times,  inadequate 
to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  it.  Proposals  are  on  foot 
to  build  a larger  and  more  suitable  pavilion.  During  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  the  Committee  have  bought  a piano, 
billiard  table,  games  and  other  articles,  which  all  tend  to 
make  a rather  monotonous  existence  less  irksome.  Voluntary 
parties  have  also  frequently  visited  the  Sanatorium  and  given 
concerts  to  the  patients.  These  concerts  have  been  greatly 
appreciated. 

The  work  of  privy  conversions  has  been  continued,  and 
satisfactory  progress  made.  During  the  year  265  privies 
have  been  abolished,  and  302  W.C.’s,  provided.  This  brings 
the  total  conversions  during  the  past  four  years  to  over  1,000. 
A creditable  figure  when  it  is  realised  that  all  conversions 
have  been  voluntary  and  without  cost  to  the  Corporation. 
The  attitude  of  property  owners  throughout  has  been  most 
encouraging,  and  they  have,  in  most  instances,  met  your 
requirements  in  a progressive  and  liberal  spirit. 

Maternity  and  Child  W'elfare  has  had  a busy  year.  Tlie 
attendances  have  increased,  and  over  10,000  lbs.  of  food  has 
been  distributed.  More  food  has  been  paid  for  than  was  the 
case  last  year — an  indication  of  better  employment.  The 
Food  Department  of  the  Clinics  is  a delicate  barometer  of 
local  industrial  conditions. 

During  the  year,  the  Committee  decided  to  subsidise  a 
Midwife  to  work  in  the  Ravensthorpe  District.  She  has  now 
settled  down,  and  is  doing  well.  The  Committee  has  continued 
their  policy  of  helping  Midwives  to  recover  their  fees.  The 
Ministry  of  Health  has  approved  of  Moorlands  Hall  for  use 
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as  a Maternity  Home,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  complete 
necessary  alterations  and  furnishings  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Honsing  has  eontinued  to  occupy  attention  during  the 
year.  There  are  many  houses  in  Dewsbury,  now  inhabited, 
whieh  are  mucli  below  a reasonable  standard.  Unfortunately, 
remedies  eannot  be  \mdertaken  before  alternative  aceommoda- 
tion  is  available.  The  great  demand  in  the  borough  at  the 
present  appears  to  be  for  homses  with  a scullery,  a large  living 
room  and  two  large  bedroonrs  and  bathroom,  to  let  at  a rental 
of  5/-  to  (5/-  per  week.  From  personal  observations,  I believe 
that  if  the  Committee  built  .rOO  of  these  houses,  there  would 
be  no  diffieulty  in  finding  tenants. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Richardson,  the  Borough 
Treasurer,  for  the  following  details  of  expenditure  incurred 
upon  the  Health  Services  of  the  town. 


Estiiuatfd 
year  ending 
1923. 

Pence. 

Removal  and  Destruction 

Actual 
year  ending 

1923. 

Pence. 

Estimated 
year  ending 
1924. 
Pence. 

of  Domestic  Refuse . . . 

Salaries  and  General 

11.72 

16.16 

16.06 

Administration 

1.75 

1.94 

3.15 

Infectious  Diseases 

5.17 

o.3o 

4.87 

Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare 

6.91 

6.73 

6.77 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1.53 

0.57 

6.99 

Venereal  Diseases 

0.26 

6.69 

6.12 

Is.  l).28d.  Is.  O.Sdd.  Is.  7.96d. 


Out  of  the  total  rate  levied  of  16/6  in  the  pound,  the 
Public  Health  Services  accounted  for  Is.  6.84d.  Considering 
the  vital  importance,  and  the  inherent  economy  of  these 
services — not  measurable  in  terms  of  currency — the  expenses 
cannot  be  regarded  as  other  than  moderate.  It  is, 
unfortunately,  not  always  realised  to  how  great  an  extent  the 
]U'osperity  of  a town  dei>ends  uixm  its  health.  Only  in  times 
of  great  epidemics  does  this  point  become  obtrusive.  M’hen 
everything  goes  smoothly  it  is  out  of  sight,  and  out  of  mind. 
Without  health  achievement  is  impossible.  It  could  be 
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strongly  argued  that  adequate  housing  and  consequent 
uplifting  of  the  general  standard  of  life  would  do  more  to 
secure  industrial  peace  and  universal  concord  than  all  the 
wages  boards  and  arbitrations  devised  by  the  ingenuity  of 
man.  Given  good  health,  adequate  housing  and  hygienic 
surroundings,  many  of  the  contentions  of  modern  society  would 
be  eliminated. 

Thinking  solely  in  terms  of  cash  is  narrow  thinking,  yet, 
even  within  these  restricted  limits,  the  burden  of  sickness  and 
disablement  is  immense.  The  effects  upon  family  life  and 
amenities  cannot  be  measured.  Many  millions  sterling  are 
expended  each  year  in  remedying  ills  that  could  have  been 
prevented ; in  maintaining  institutions  for  which  there  should 
be  no  need.  If  the  lessons  taught  day  by  day  were  taken 
to  heart  and  acted  upon,  there  would  be  many  extra  millions 
available  for  productive  or  pleasurable  purposes.  The  veracity 
of  these  statements  can  easily  be  tested  by  a cursory  glance 
at  the  reports  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  In  the  Report 
for  1922,  it  is  calculated,  from  sickness  and  disablement  pay- 
ments, that  19|  million  weeks’  work  was  lost  through  sickness 
during  the  year. 

I have  pleasure  in  tending  my  thanks  to  the  Staff  of  the 
Health  Department  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during 
the  year. 

To  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Councillor  Watts  and 
Gentlemen,  I express  my  indebtedness  for  the  interest,  con- 
sideration and  support  you  have  shown  to  the  department 
and  myself. 

I remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

OSCAR  M.  HOLDEN. 
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SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Land 
only. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  6,597 

Population  (estimated  middle 

of  1923)  55,424 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

(estimated  1923)  ...  13,640 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

with  fewer  than  6 rooms  -12,630 

Number  of  families  or  separate 
occupiers  (estimated  1923)  13,870 

Rateable  Value  ...  Borough  Rate  £305,410. 

District  Rate  £285,600. 

Number  of  Total  Buildings 

(estimated  1923)  ...  14,150 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  Borough,  £1,183. 

District,  £1,120. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimates  ... 

...  495 

414 

907 

Illegitimate  ... 

19 

16 

35 

512 

430 

942 

Birth  Rate  ... 

17.05 

Deaths  ...  Male,  408. 

Female, 

395.  Death  Rate.. 

. 14.0 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth — 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  per  1,000  births — 
Legitimate,  70.  Illegitimate,  8.  Total,  78. 

Infantile  Mortality  82.8 


Inland 

Water.  Total. 

129  6,726 
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In/ectiou«  or  Contagioim  DiseaKes. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
KlOO  of  the 
Population 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

25 

0.45 

> 1 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

4 

0 07 

r f 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  0 

0.40 

1 ) 

,,  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

3 

0.05 

y y 

,,  Diphtheria 

2 

0.04 

y y 

,,  Influenza 

27 

0.49 

yy 

,,  Enteric  Fever  ... 

3 

005 

y y 

,,  Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

4G 

0-83 

Deaths  from  Systemic  Diseases. 
Diseases  of  the 


Respiratory  System 

(Non- 

-Tubercular)...  176 

3-20 

Digestive  System 

( 

do. 

) ...  19 

0-34 

Circulatory  System 

( 

do. 

) ...  197 

3-55 

Renal  System 

( 

do. 

) ...  40 

0-72 

Nervous  System 

( 

do. 

) ...  24 

0-43 

Cancer 

a • a a a a 

75 

T35 

Table  I.  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


10 


4) 


-a 

D 

o s 

« o 


*73 

fl 

O 

O 

&D 

.5 

O 

W 


<xi 

c/5 

c3 

0) 

c/5 


o3 

s 

Ph 

3ps 

d -H  CO  CO 

i-H 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

Through 

Houses 

lO  1-H 

Not 

Through 

Houses 

CO  (M 

rH  T— 1 

1-H 

•uoii'Bpidoj 

'jo  ouO‘I 
.lod  oqu^j 

musQ 

^ lO  -H  o 

0 0 0 0*0 

0 0(000 

■uoii'Bfndoj 
’.to  000‘I 
jod 

aouapiouj 

0-41 

3-41 

0-05 

0-54 

0T9 

per  1000 
birtlis. 

0-87 

•sq^'GQQ 

CM  CO  d rH  00 
d 

■t'B;Tdsojjo:j 

p9^(iuupi3 

ses'BQ 

^ 03  CO 
rH  lO 
rH 

‘pagno^ 

sasuy 

moj. 

CO  05  CO  CO  O rH  CO 

d CO  CO  rH 

rH 

0) 

J-J  ^ 
<D  OJ 


ca 

.JO 

o 


p 

o 

c€ 

O 

O 

CD 

!z; 


S 

a 

o ^ ° 

-C!  •*=  .—  <0  c 

73  oj  p.  a 

-7  .a  73  <B  tr  a 

a o ^ a a s-< 

c/3  Q CQ  W Ph  Ph  S 


c3  a TO  c 

■ ■ '^  "a  la 

Ow  as 

^ :a 

o 

P-i 

o 


® t-  C-  •r+<  r-(  C-l  CO 

OL  *><■ 

CS 

o 

<D 

S CM  CC  CO  01  CO  GO 

-g  T— < 1 — (CM 


CD  CO  ai  th  c<i  CO 


c/3 

X! 


ci3 

<V 

® »o  t~  CM  cq 

t-H  rH  00 

CO  00 

r- 

>o 

cq 

CD 

o 

CO 

(J3 

oO 

rH 

<o 

o 

CM  O CM  O Ttl 

d »-H  CO  rH 

rH 

CO  CO  CO  CO 

00  r-f 

d CM  ^ 

r^ 

."IS 


c3  , 


ca 


a a 

a o tO  a o 


3 

O 

U 

0) 

Si 

3 

I— 


ce 

5 

"3 

PM 


, ca 
a a 
o o 

^ M 

"a 
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Two  Cases  of  Malaria  in  the  21 — 35  year  group  and  one  cjise  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  in  a female  in  the 

16—20  year  group  were  also  notified. 
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Table  IV. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 


CASES 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

1 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Notified 

Treated 

.At  Home 

lu 

Hospital 

8 

8 

7 

1 

Death  Rates  of  the  Various  Wards  and  their  Comparative 
Density  of  Population. 


WARD. 

Death 

Rale. 

Persons 
per  acre. 

Rooms 
per  person. 

All  Saints’ 

. . . 

15-60 

13-9 

0-90 

Earlsheaton 

16-27 

6-7 

0-88 

Ravensthorpe 

13-33 

18-10 

0-91 

St.  John’s  E. 

22-02 

19-0 

0-72 

St.  John’s  W. 

12-29 

6-1 

0-87 

Thornhill  N. 

14-05 

8-7 

0 96 

Thornhill  S. 

11-60 

1-8 

0-79 

Trinity  N. 

12-56 

27-0 

0-98 

Trinity  S. 

15-09 

39-2 

0-91 

CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

There  have  been  no  outstanding  causes  of  sickness  during 
the  year.  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases — with  the  exception 
of  measles  and  mumps — have  been  fewer  than  in  1922.  Scarlet 
Fever  continued  widely  scattered  throughout  the  borough, 
with  a small  localized  excerbation  in  Ravensthorpe.  The 
type  of  case  has  been  mild.  Diphtheria  has  caused  no  trouble, 
the  few  cases  that  occured  seemed,  however,  to  be  of  a severe 
type. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  remained,  happily  comparatively 
untroublesome,  in  spite  of  the  very  hot  summer.  The 
progressive  abolition  of  privies  and  their  replacement  by 
water  closets  is  a valuable  aid  in  the  prevention  of  this  com- 
plaint. I also  believe  that  the  wider  use  of  dried  milks  in 
place  of  raw  cow’s  milk,  plays  an  important  part  in  the  reduction 
of  infant^diarrhoea.  Until  fluid  milk  can  be  supplied  in  as 
clean  and  pure  a conditition  as  dried  milk  of  reputable  brands 
is,  its  use  as  an  infant  food  is  fraught  with  danger.  Unless 
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absolute  reliance  can  be  put  in  the  cleanliness  of  a supply  of 
fluid  milk,  I believe  it  to  be  unjustiiiable  to  prescribe  its  use 
for  infant  feeding. 

The  respiratory  disea.ses  have  played  their  accustomed 
prominent  ]xirt  in  the  production  of  disablement  and  death 
in  the  town.  Circulatory  diseases  are  also  in  the  forefront  of 
the  “ Men  of  Death  ” operating  amongst  the  population  of 
Dewsbury.  The  hilly  nature  of  the  area,  and  the  extra  strain 
thrown  upon  the  heart  by  clogged  lungs  possibly  contribute 
towards  the  result. 

Influenza  became  more  prominent  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
year.  Some  of  the  cases  so  named  undoubtedly  were  of  the 
true  influenzal  type,  but  since  the  1918  pandemic  there  is  a 
tendency  to  label  the  common  cold  as  influenza,  and,  like  that 
blessed  word  Me.sopotamia,  influenza  is  a convenient  cognomen 
for  obscure  condititions  of  uncertain  origin. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Notification  of  Tuberculosis. 

Fifly-seveu  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  of  these  4G  were 
Pulmonary  and  11  Non-puhnonary.  Twenty-three  males  and 
twenty-three  females  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis;  3 males  and  8 females  from  Nou-pulmonary. 

The  ratio  of  non-uotified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  the  total 
Tuberculosis  deaths  was  : — 100 — 15-2. 

Of  the  cases  notified  in  1923,  6 males  and  5 females  died  from 
Pulmonary  disease,  and  3 females  from  nou-pulmonary. 

7 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  had  never  been  notified.  3 cases 
were  notified  upon  the  day  of  death.  1 case  was  notified  the  day 
after  death.  1 case  was  notified  8 days  before  death.  1,  9 days 
before  death  and  1,  10  days  before  death. 


TABLE  V. 


AGE  PERIODS 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

By  whom  notified 

Pulmonary 

Nou- 

Puliuonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

puliuonary 

Private 

Pr'ctition’r 

Member  of 
Oftic’l  Staff 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

'm 

F 

o 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

5 

I 

2 

2 

'I 

3 

2 

lO 

I 

I 

I 

r 

3 

rS 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

6 

0 

20 

5 

4 

I 

4 

2 

I 

I 

10 

25 

6 

4 

2 

5 

2 

I 

r 

10 

2 

35 

3 

5 

3 

I 

I 

I 

5 

3 

45 

3 

I 

I 

G 

2 

2 

3 

2 

55 

2 

I 

2 

I 

2 

65  and  upwards 

I 

I 

Totals 

23 

23 

3 

8 

22 

10 

8 

3 

41 

16 

The  following  were  the  districts  from  which  notified  patients 


came  : 

Wards. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulnionary 

All  Saints 

. . 

4 

1 

Earlsheaton 

4 

— 

Ravensthorpe 

4 

— 

St.  John’s  E. 

15 

4 

St.  John’s  W. 

1 

1 

Thornhill  S. 

2 

— 

Trinity  N. 

5 

— 

Thornhill  N. 

G 

3 

Trinity  N. 

» . 

5 

2 

16 


Table  VI. 

DEATHS  PROM  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Occupation 

Lungs 

Other 

Forms 

Housing  Conditions 
at  Time  of  Death 

M 

P 

M 

P 

Died  at 
Home 

Died  in 
Instit’ns 

N.T.V. 

T.V. 

Doctor 

1 

1 

Lamplighter  ... 

1 

1 

Milibands 

3 

1 

2 

5 

1 

Labourers 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Weaver 

1 

1 

2 

Plumber 

1 

1 

Wool  Buyer  ... 

1 

1 

Army  Pensioner 

1 

1 

Blanket  Raiser 

1 

1 

Laundryman  ... 

1 

1 

Rag  Sorters  ... 

9 

1 

2 

1 

Carrier 

1 

1 

Coal  Miners  ... 

4 

2 

2 

Coke  Washer  ... 

1 

1 

Fish  & Chip  Fryer 

1 

1 

Fitter 

1 

1 

Clerk 

1 

1 

French  Polisher 

1 

1 

Iron  Moulder  ... 

1 

1 

School  Child  ... 

1 

1 

Housewives  ... 

1 

1 

No  Occupation 

6 

6 

5 

2 

4 

22 

10 

10 

4 

20 

11 

15 

17 


Table  VII. 

THE  TREATMENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 
Dispensary. 


Insured 

Persons 

Not 

Insured 

Persons 

Discharged 

Soldiers 

TOTAL 

*New  Patients  (individuals) 

41 

71 

3 

115 

New  Patients  (visits)  ... 

47 

124 

3 

174 

Visits  of  Patients  under 

Observation... 

197 

491 

117 

805 

Visits  of  Patients  under 

Treatment 

514 

2437 

540 

3491 

Number  of  Individual  Patients 

51 

155 

243 

229 

Visits.  Totals  ... 

758 

3052 

660 

4470 

* Excluding  Contacts. 


Of  the  new  cases,  57  were  males  and  58  females.  Fifteen 
males  and  17  females  were  considered  not  to  be  Tubercular. 
Five  males  and  eight  females  were  suffering  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Sixty  examinations  were  made 
for  the  War  Pensions  Committee. 

Table  VIII. 

Contact  Examinations. 


Negative. 

Positive  Total. 

Male  ...  ...  13 

9 

22 

Female  17 

9 

26 

30 

18 

48 

== 

Table  IX. 

Results  of  Dispensary  Treatment. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Cases  completing  Treatment 

20 

25 

45 

Cases  admitted  to  Sanatoria 

22 

22 

44 

Cases  under  Treatment,  end  of  1922 

143 

121 

264 

Cases  transferred  to  Domicilary 

Treatment  

9 

6 

15 

Cases  still  under  Treatment,  end  of  1923 

123 

106 

229 
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Of  the  44  cases  completing  Treatment,  37  showed  no 
signs  of  any  activity  of  the  disease.  Two  were  worse  and 
three  showed  no  change. 

Three  cases  of  joint  Tuberculosis  were  discharged  cured. 

The  figure  229  relates  to  patients  actually  in  attendance 
at  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic.  Cases  under  home  observation 
or  Treatment  are  not  included. 


Malt  and  Oil  is  available  to  patients  attending  the  Tuber- 
culosis Dispensary,  and  the  following  amounts  were  given 
out  : — 


Number  of  1 lb.  Tins  ... 
Individuals  receiving  same  : — 
Not  Insured 
Insured  ... 

Ex- Soldiers 


...  849 

...  72 

...  4 

...  7 


Home  Visiting. 


Table  X. 


83 


'T3 

V 


T3  m 'V  'S 

CbO 

C 1)  c 

Ui  O u O 

2 S 

< 

3 cn  .r  3 |0 

(rt  ^ /l,  V)  ^ 

.S  EL,  i CL, 

U ^ 

V)  < — 

o 

H 

Homes  of  New  Cases 

...  • « . 

40  44 

3 

87 

Homes  of  Patients  in  Sanatoria 

10  8 

2 

20 

Homes  of  Patients 

attending 

Dispensary 

... 

66  222 

30 

318 

Homes  of  Patients  under  Observation 

233  425 

20 

678 

Totals  ... 

349  699 

55 

1103 

Table  XI. 

Institutional  Treatment. 

3ANAT01UUM 

Adnussions 

DisclmrgeH  Died 

'i'OTALS 

M.  . F. 

M.  F.  M. 

F.  Ads. 

Dis. 

Whitley  Grange 

. 22  22 

17  15  2 

7 44 

32 

Southport 

. 3 3 

2 2 — 

— 6 

4 

25  25 

19  17  2 

7 50 

36 

19 


reference  more  particularly  to  the  Borough 
Sanatorium  at  Whitley  Grange,  the  following  facts  are  to 
be  noted. 

This  institution  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  up  to  the  present,  for  the  reception  of  advanced  cases 
only,  hence  the  percentage  of  deaths  is  higher  than  in 
sanatoria  which  cater  for  early  cases,  and  refuse  any  advance 
patients. 

A scheme  is  under  consideration  for  building  a new 
pavilion  to  contain  15  beds  for  males  and  15  for  females.  This 
building  will  be  upon  the  cubicle  system,  and  will  embody  all 
the  modern  ideas  and  improvements  in  Sanatoria  construction. 
The  present  accommodation  has  been  severely  strained  during 
1923.  The  buildings  are  constructed  to  hold  16  beds,  but 
throughout  the  year  18  beds  have  been  occupied,  and  at  times 
even  more.  The  new  pavilion,  if  and  when  erected,  will 
be  a very  acceptable  and  valuable  addition  to  the  facilities 
available  in  combating  Tuberculosis  in  the  town. 

Table  XII. 


Additional  Figures  relating  to  Sanatorium  Treatment. 


M'hitley. 

M.  F. 

Southport 
M.  F. 

Number  of  Cases  in  Sanatoria, 

January  1st,  1923 

11 

7 

1 

1 

Number  of  Cases  in  Sanatoria, 

January  1st,  1924 

9 

9 

1 

1 

Results  of  Treatment  [all  cases)  : — 

Arrested 

5 

3 

— 

1 

Much  Improved 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Improved 

2 

5 

— 

— 

No  Change 

5 

1 

— 

— 

Worse  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Died 

2 

7 

— 

— 

Results  of  Treatment  [N on- Pulmonary 

Cases)  : — 

Arrested  

3 

1 

. 

Improved 

— 

1 

— 

- 
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The  non-pulmonary  cases  were  : — Boys,  two  cases  of 
Tubercular  Peritonitis  and  one  case  of  hip  disease  ; Girls, 
one  case  of  spinal  disease  and  one  of  Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

The  policy,  followed  since  1920,  has  been  maintained,  of 
keeping  early  non-infections  cases  at  home,  and  asking  them 
to  attend  the  Dispensary  ; whilst  the  advanced  infectious 
cases  are  urged  to  submit  to  institutional  treatment.  The 
majority  of  early  cases,  when  kept  under  strict  supervision, 
do  quite  well  at  home  and  at  work.  In  addition,  the  improved 
economic  conditions  prevailing  when  the  wage  earner  con- 
tinues to  earn,  helps  in  maintaining  that  standard  of  living 
so  necessary  for  conducting  a successful  defence  against 
this  disease. 

Undoubtedly  there  exists  a need  for  some  method  whereby 
a wage  earner,  afflicted  with  advanced  tuberculosis,  and, 
consequently,  unable  to  work,  may  make  provision  for  his 
family  whilst  undergoing  institutional  treatment.  The 
anxiety  bound  to  be  present  as  to  how  the  family  are 
managing  at  home  when  he  is  away  in  an  institution,  reacts 
very  unfavourably  upon  the  patient.  The  sickness  and 
disablement  benefits  under  the  National  Insurance  Scheme 
are  ridiculously  low,  and  only  lead  to  an  inadequate  solution 
of  the  problem.  As  the  case  of  the  Tiiberculosis  member 
is  a matter  for  society  as  a whole,  such  a scheme  should  be 
a national  one,  dependent  more  upon  Exchequer  Funds  than 
upon  local  rates. 
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CANCER. 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  numbered  75. 

The  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  past 


nine  3''ears  are  as  follows  : — 


1915 

1.24 

1920 

1.23 

1916 

1.08 

1921 

1.31 

1917 

1.13 

1922 

1.17 

1918 

1.19 

1923 

1.35 

1919 

1.38 

Table 

XIII. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  in  Municipal  Wards. 

Death 

M.  F.  Total.  Rate. 

Dewsbury 

• • • • • 

. 16  26 

42  — 

Ravensthorpe 

... 

. 4 5 

9 — 

Earlsheaton  ... 

... 

. 6 6 

12  — 

Thornhill 

... 

. 5 7 

12  — 

29  44 

73  1.35 

Table 

XIV. 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  occurred  at  the  following  ages  : — 

Age  Period. 

M. 

F.  Total. 

20  to  35  years 

• • . • 

2 

2 

35  to  45  years 

• 

1 

6 7 

45  to  65  years 

. 

...  16 

31  47 

65  years  and  over 

... 

...  10 

9 19 

Sites  of  Fatal  Cancer. 

M.  F. 

Total. 

Stomach... 

. 8 9 

17 

Uterus  ... 

...  . 

. — 15 

15 

Breast  ... 

... 

. — 11 

11 

Intestinal  Tract 

. 7 2 

9 

Liver 

... 

. 2 4 

6 

Mouth  and  Laryn.x 

. 4 2 

6 

Bones 

... 

. 2 1 

3 

Skin 

... 

2 

2 

Other  Organs 

... 

. 4 2 

6 
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In  a paper  which  I read  before  the  Yorkshire  Branch  of 
the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  during  the  year,  I 
went  fairly  exhaustively  into  the  whole  subject.  The  following 
are  a few  of  the  points  which  were  evolved  : — 

1.  Where  the  conditions  are  similar  in  male  and 
female,  the  incidence  of  Cancer  is  about  equal. 

2.  Areas  exposed  to  chronic  irritation  are  the  most 
usual  seats  of  Cancer. 

3.  The  excess  of  Cancer  in  the  male  in  the  respiratory 
and  alimentary  regions  is  explainable  to  some  extent  by 
habits  peculiar  to  males. 

4.  Organs  undergoing  great  involutive  changes, 
or  subjected  to  intermittent  periods  of  great  activity, 
are  peculiarly  liable  to  Cancer. 

Cancer  mortality  is  higher  in  rural  than  in  urban  districts, 
and  it  increases  from  North  to  South.  For  practically  all  other 
lethal  diseases,  the  reverse  is  true.  Brownlee  believes  that 
the  frequency  of  Cancer  is  a function  of  senesence,  and  the 
Cancer  mortality  at  any  age  varies  directly  (under  different 
conditions  of  environment  in  the  same  region)  with  the 
physiological  age  of  the  population  concerned. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 
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* Transferable  Deaths  not  included. 
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The  ages  at  which  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age 


took  place  were  as  follows : — 

Under  1 day  ...  11 

1 day  to  1 week  ...  13 

1 — 4 weeks  ...  14 

1 — 3 months  ...  7 

3 —6  months  ...  8 

6 — 9 months  ...  8 

9 — 12  months  ...  17 

78 


Of  the  deaths  under  1 day,  Premature  Birth  accounted  for 
8;  Debility  and  Asthenia  for  the  other  3. 


Table  XVIr 

Causes  of  Infantile  Mortality  in  Dewsbury  during  1923. 
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A Transferable  Death,  born  outside  the  aiea,  but  accountable  to  Dewsbury. 
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Analysis  of  the  Causes  of  Infant  Deaths. 


Tlie  figures  follow  the  well  known  fact  that  although  there  are 
a great  nuniber  of  boy  babies  at  birth,  the  mortality  is  higher  than 
in  tlie  girl  babies,  so  that  the  disparity  quickly  l)ecomes  obliterated. 
In  the  first  year  of  life  out  of  502  boy  babies,  46  died,  and  out  of 
416  girl  babies  32  died.  A slight  error  creeps  in  with  these  figures 
because  they  do  not  relate  to  identical  periods  of  time.  In  another 
enquiry  embodied  later  in  this  sect'ou  of  the  report  this  has  been 
corrected.  The  Infantile  Mortality  for  boy  babies  is  therefore  9T6 
per  1000  born,  and  for  girl  babies  76  9 per  1000  born. 

48.7%  of  the  total  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  occurred  before  the  end  of  the  first  month  of  life  ; 30.7% 
before  the  end  of  the  first  week.  From  the  end  of  the  third 
week  onward,  the  effects  of  environment  and  improper  feeding 
make  themselves  increasingly  felt,  the  percentages  rising 
steadily,  from  3.7%  in  the  2 to  3 week  period  through  6.4%, 
8.9%,  10.3%,  10.3%  to  21.8%  in  the  9 to  12  months  period. 

Studying  the  causes,  some  interesting  points  are  raised. 

The  great  causes  of  Infantile  Deaths  under  one  year  were  : — 
Premature  Birth,  25.6%.  Debility  and  Marasmus,  16.6%. 

Pneumonia,  16.,6%.  Bronchitis,  10.3%. 

The  respiratory  group  accounting  for  26.9%  of  the  total 
deaths. 

For  infants  under  one  month  of  age.  Prematurity  accounted 
for  55.3%  of  deaths,  and  Debility  and  Marasmus  for  18.4"(,. 
The  deaths  from  Convulsions  (three).  Enteritis  (one),  and 
Asthenia  (one)  could  very  well  be  also  placed  under  the 
Marasmus  group,  thus  increasing  the  percentage  to  31.6%. 
Taking  these  two  main  groups  together,  86.9°'o  of  the  deaths 
under  one  month  of  age  were  due  to  causes  which  may  fairly 
be  considered  as  due  to  inherent  weakness  of  the  baby,  and 
probably  not  preventable  after  birth.  The  condition  of  an 
infant  at  birth  depends  upon  the  health  of  the  mother,  her 
nutrition,  the  nature  of  the  confinement  and  her  physical 
conformation.  The  only  method  to  reduce  this  large  mortality 
due  to  Prematurity  and  Congenital  Debility  is  to  attack  it 
through  the  mother.  Methods  wherebj'  her  physical  develop- 
ment is  improved,  such  as  better  housing,  more  rational 
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feeding,  freedom  from  financial  and  hoxisehold  worries  during 
the  later  months  of  her  pregnancy,  expert  guidance  and 
assistance  before  and  at  birth,  and  comfortable,  cleanly 
surroundings.  These  will  reduce  this  unfortunate  loss  of  life 
almost  before  life,  as  a separate  entity,  has  begun. 

The  second  group  conpirises  infants  from  one  month 
to  one  year  of  age.  The  chief  causes  of  death  in  this  group 
are  different  and  their  character  is  highly  informative.  They 
are,  Respiratory  Diseases,  47.5%  ; Digestive  Disorders, 
27.5%  ; Infectious  Diseases,  17.5%. 

These  three  groups  account  for  92.5%  of  all  the  deaths 
between  one  and  twelve  months  of  age.  These  causes  are  all 
preventable  ; that  is  the  serious  aspect  of  these  figures.  Take 
first  the  Respiratory  Group — Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis.  The 
lungs  in  young  babies  are  delicate  organs,  readily  susceptible 
to  adverse  atmospheric  conditions.  In  the  industrial  areas. 
Respiratory  Diseases  bulk  largely  in  the  death  returns  at  all 
ages,  but  especiallj-  so  in  the  two  ends  of  life.  In  rural  areas, 
these  diseases  are  not  nearly  so  prominent.  Only  one  con- 
clusion can  be  drawn  from  these  figures  and  facts,  and  it  is 
that  the  atmospheric  conditions  of  industrial  areas  levy  a 
heavy  tax  upon  human  life.  This  levy  may  not  press  hardly 
upon  the  end  of  life,  but  its  weight  is  especially  felt  at  the 
beginning,  when  it  ends  the  careers  of  many  whom  otherwise 
might  have  grown  to  be  valuable  economic  assets  to  the 
community.  The  characterisitc  of  the  atmosphere  of  towns 
is  its  high  smoke  and  grit  content  ; by  inference,  therefore, 
this  toll  of  human  life  must  be  laid  to  its  door.  Smoke  is, 
tlnrefore,  seen  to  be  not  only  wasteful  of  fuel,  but,  what  is  far 
more  important,  of  human  life. 

The  digestive  Group  brings  up  another  and  different 
aspect.  Entering  into  consideration,  there  must  be  methods 
of  feeding,  breast  and  artificial,  home  cleanliness  and  the 
nature  of  the  surroundings  of  the  house. 

The  mother’s  milk  is  a baby’s  natural  food.  Unfortunately, 
some  mothers,  though  willing,  are  unable  to  feed  their  children 
through  some  inherent  defect.  Others  feed  for  a time  and  then 
lose  their  milk.  Others  do  not  trouble  to  feed  their  babies 
by  breast,  preferring  to  use  the  bottle.  Undoubtedly  thei'e 
are  some  babies  who  seem  to  thrive  better  on  artificial  milk. 


28 


Cases  are  not  rarely  seen  at  the  Clinics  where  the  mother  has 
persisted  in  breast  feeding — often  for  economy  reasons — but 
the  baby  refuses  to  gain  weight.  In  spite  of  advice,  faithfully 
carried  out,  no  progress  is  made.  Ultimately,  an  artificial 
food  is  tried,  and  breast  feeding  abandoned,  and  the  baby 
promptly  goes  straight  ahead.  The  breast  milk  should  always 
be  advocated,  but  a look  out  should  be  kept  for  these  cases. 
In  infant  feeding,  as  in  most  branches  of  medicine, 
dogmatism  is  fatal  to  good  results. 

Cleanliness  in  the  home  and  in  its  environments  is  also 
essential.  A common  cause  of  digestive  upset  is  dirt.  Unclean 
food  and  feeding  utensils ; unclean  floors  and  bedding ; 
privies  ; these  all  play  a part.  The  floor  is  often  considered 
the  safest  place  for  baby  ; in  reality  it  is  the  most  dangerous, 
because  its  dangers  are  not  seen  and  realised.  Filth  from 
privies,  ashpits,  unpaved  yards  is  carried  into  the  house, 
and  the  baby  playing  on  the  floor  ingests  it  upon  its  hands 
and  toys. 

Summing  up  the  Infantile  Deaths  under  the  headings 
of  Preventable,  Possibly  Preventable  and  Not  Preventable, 
the  Table  appended  gives  the  results. 

Table  XVII. 

Preventable  Causes.  Possibly  Preventable.  Not  Preventable. 

Diarrhcea  . . . . 6 Pneumonia  . . . . 13  Premature 

Infectious  Disease  ..  7 Inanition..  ..  ..  0 Birth  ..  21 

Most  Cases  of  Wasting  say  10  Convulsions  ..  ..  4 Congenital 

Most  Cases  of  Teething  0 Some  Cases  of  Wasting  say  4 Defects..  5 

Most  Cases  of  Bronchitis  say  5 Some  Cases  of  Teething  ..  0 

Some  Cases  of  Bronchitis  say  3 

28  24  26 


Table  XVIII. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  in  the  various  Districts 


1923 

1922 

1921 

Average 
for  10  Years 

Dewsbury  Old  Borough 

111-5 

118-0 

107-3 

119-75 

Ravensthorpe 

67-67 

165-3 

86-9 

108-60 

Earlsheatou 

60-30 

75-1 

192  3 

77-83 

Thornhill 

46*40 

61-1 

70-0 

86-60 

84-97 

107  5 

121-9 

106  57 

Infantile  Mortality  in  vaiious  W 
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Comparisons  with  a selection  of  other  Towns,  1923. 


Town 

Int.  Mortality 

Town 

Inf.  Mortality 

Dewsbury 

83 

London 

72 

H uddersfield 

72 

Birmingham 

71 

Halifax 

86 

Liverpool 

98 

Bradford 

78 

Manchester 

85 

Leeds  ... 

85 

Newcastle 

89 

Wakefield 

90 

Cardiff 

72 

Barnsley 

94 

Swansea 

77 

Sheffield 

89 

Hastings 

42 

Rotherham 

100 

Eastbourne 

38 

Doncaster 

76 

Oxford 

40 

York  ... 

53 

Gt.  Yarmouth  ... 

56 

Hull  ... 

83 

Swindon 

51 

Middlesbrough 

86 

Exeter 

59 

Darlington 

66 

Dudley 

73 

Bury  ... 

99 

Chesterfield 

92 

Carlisle 

83 

Aberdare 

77 

The  above  table  is  compiled  from  the  statistics  of  the  Eegistrar 
General  for  the  52  weeks  ending  December  29tb,  1923. 

The  investigation  into  the  influence  of  Back  to  Back  Houses 
upon  Infantile  Mortality,  which  I commenced  in  1920  has  been 
continued.  The  Table  below  gives  a summary  of  the  findings; — 


Table  XX.  1922-1923 
BIRTHS.  DEATHS. 


WARD 

Through 

Houses 

1 

1 NOT  Through 

1 Houses  [ 

Percentage  of  Births 
in  NO  T Through 
Houses 

Through 

Houses 

NOT  Through  j 
Houses  ' 

1 

I 1 

1 Percentage  of  Deaths  1 

1 in  NOT  1 

1 'I  hrough  Houses  j 

Percentage  of  NOT 

1 hrough  Houses 
in  the  Area. 

Dewsbury 

113 

362 

76’2% 

9 

44 

83  0 

46% 

Soothills 

17 

99 

85  3% 

— 

7 

100-0 

28% 

Thornhill 

87 

107 

55  1% 

3 

6 

66-6 

47% 

Ravensthorpe 

48 

85 

64  0% 

2 

7 

77-7 

18% 

265 

653 

71-1% 

14 

64 

82  6 

34-7% 

81 


Table  XXI  1920—1923 

HIRTHS.  DEATHS. 


WARD 

Through 

Houses 

NOT  Through 
Houses 

PercentRge  of  Births 
in  NO  r ^ lirough 
Houses 

Through 

Houses 

1 

NOT  Through 

Houses 

Percentage  of  Deaths 

in  NOP  Through 

Houses 

1 

1 

Dewsbury 

454 

1319 

74-4p  C. 

33 

153 

82-2p.c. 

Soothills 

158 

355 

69  2p  c. 

16 

39 

70-9p  c. 

Thornhill 

317 

370 

53  8p.c 

16 

30 

65  2p.c. 

Ravensthorpe... 

139 

274 

66  3p  c. 

14 

27 

65  8p.c. 

1068 

2318 

68'4p.c 

79 

249 

75  9p.c. 

For  the  year  1923,  71‘1%  of  the  Births,  aud  82-6%  of  the 
Deaths  occurred  in  hack  to  back  houses.  For  three  years  the 
corresponding  figures  are  68  4%  and  76-9% 

It  appears  from  these  figures  that  thei’e  is  a definite  disad- 
vantage for  a baby  to  be  born  in  a hou^e  witliout  through 
ventilation. 

It  may  perhaps  be  noticed  that,  although  houses  without 
thi’ough  ventilation  in  the  various  areas  are  not  in  the  majority, 
the  proportion  being  for  the  whole  town  about  35%,  yet  68‘4%  of 
the  total  births,  and  75  9%  of  the  total  Infant  deaths  occur  in  them. 

Deaths  of  Infants  within  one  year  of  birth. 

The  figures  in  this  table  are  not  comparable  with  those  given 
previously.  In  the  preceeding  tables  deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 
of  age  occurring  during  1923  are  dealt  with.  In  this  table  deaths 
of  Infants  within  one  year  of  life  are  considered.  A column  stating 
whether  they  attended  the  M.  & C.  W.  clinics  during  life  is  also 
given  in  order  to  compare  the  mortality  amongst  children  who 
attend  the  clinics  regularly  and  those  who  have  never  attended. 
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Table  XXIII.  Deaths  of  Infants  from  Birth  to  Five  Years  of  Age. 

During  1922  and  1923  I have  enquired  into  the  causes  of  death  during  the  first  five  years  oi 
following  table  gives  a suinniary  of  the  findings  over  this  period. 

CAUSES. 
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houses  without  through  ventilation  is  34-7,  therefore  this  type  of  house  exhibits  a much  higher  mortality  in 
Child  life  than  the  through  type. 
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STILL  BIRTHS. 

During  1923,  51  Still  Births  were  brought  to  our  notice, 
giving  a proportion  of  one  still-born  child  to  1 8 living,  or  a 
percentage  of  5.5. 

There  were  15  fewer  still-births  than  in  1922. 

Notification  of  still-births  is  not  compulsory,  and,  therefore, 
the  above  figures  may  not  give  an  absolutely  accurate  picture. 
The  discrepancies,  however,  are  probably  very  small,  as  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Staff  get  to  know  about  any 
still-births  during  their  visits  on  their  districts. 

The  following  data  are  of  interest  in  connection  with 
the  still-births. 

Method  of  Delivery. — 


By  Doctors 

28 

By  Midwives 

II 

By  Others 

3 

Born  before  arrival 

2 

No  Data 

7 

Total 

51 

Type  of  Labour  : — 

Instrumental 

9 

Abnormalities 

16 

Prolonged 

14 

Normal  Labour 

17 

Among  the  abnormalities 

were  the  following  cases 

Contracted  Pelvis 

7 

Prelapse  of  Cord  ... 

3 

Precipitate  Labour 

3 

Placenta  Praevia  . . . 

2 

Some  cases  come  under  two  distinct  headings,  e.g., 
Contracted  Pelvis  and  Instrumental  Delivery. 


Type  of  Presentation  : — 


Vertex 

..  31 

Foot 

3 

Breech 

..  5 

Hand 

1 

Transverse 

2 

No  Data 

9 

Total 

51 

Previous  History  of  Mothers'. — 

History  of  Previous  Still  Births  ...  ...  9 

Primiparae  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...lb 

Previous  Ill-health  of  Mother  ...  ...  9 

Working  Mothers  [i.e.,  worked  up  till  within 
three  months  of  confinement)  ...  ...  5 
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Type  of  Houses:  — 

Back-to  back  ...  31 

Through  Draught  13 

No  Data  ...  ...  7 


.51 


In  the  seven  cases  where  no  data  were  obtainable,  three 
were  born  in  the  Staincliffe  Institution  ; one  in  the  Dewsbury 
and  District  General  Infirmary  ; and  three  in  private  houses. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  Births)  for  the  past  eight 
years  has  been  : — 

1016  1917  1918  1919  1920  1921  1922  1923 

6.4  4.6  4.3  4.07  4.4  4.6  6.6  5.5 

For  the  various  districts,  the  still  births  were  as  follows  : — 

Trinity  North  and  South  ...  ...  ...  14 

Thornhill  North  and  South  ...  ...  6 

Ravensthorpe  and  St.  John’s  East  and 
West  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Earlsheaton  and  All  Saints’  ...  ...  9 

No  Data  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

51 


Maternal  Mortality. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  1923  is  8.4  per  1,000 
births. 


The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  since  1911  have  been  as 
follows  : — 


Table  XXIV. 


Pre-War  Period 

War  Period 

Post-War  Period 

1911 

7-7 

1915 

9-2 

1919 

7-6 

1912 

9-1 

1916 

8 9 

1920 

7-0 

1913 

11-1 

1917 

3 2 

1921 

8-3 

1914 

7-6 

1918 

7-6 

1922 

8-9 

8-87 

7-2 

7 95 

36 


The  above  figures  differ  a little  from  figures  included  in 
past  reports.  I have  made  a special  enquiry  into  this  subject 
during  the  year,  which  has  residted  in  a revision  of  the  rates 
submitted  in  the  past.  For  convenience,  I have  divided  the 
years  into  four-yearly  periods.  In  1911,  Dewsbury  was  made 
a County  Borough,  and  the  added  areas  enter  into  the 
statistics.  From  1914  to  1919  is  the  War  Period,  and  from 
1919  to  and  including  1922,  may  be  taken  as  the  immediate 
post-war  period. 

The  average  Maternal  Mortality  rate  during  1911  to  1914, 
was  the  highest  rate  in  England  and  Wales  during  that  period. 
As  figures  are  not  available  for  1919  to  1922  yet,  I cannot  say 
where  Dewsbury  stands  at  present.  The  Maternal  Mortality 
rate  is  undoubtedly,  and,  also  iinfortunately,  exceptionally 
high.  Dewsbury  compares  unfavourably  with  other  towns. 

In  order  to  obtain  some  information  upon  this  matter, 
I investigated  the  causes  of  death  in  this  Maternal  Mortality. 
The  subsequent  Table  shows  the  result.  I have  divided 
the  causes — arbitarily — into  Preventable,  Possibly  Preventable 
and  Not  Preventable. 
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Deaths  from  what  I have  classified  as  Preventable  Causes 
totalled  44%  ; from  Possibly  Preventable  causes,  26%  ; and 
from  Not  Preventable  causes  30%. 

Some  of  the  preventable  deaths  would  not  have,  in  all 
probability,  occurred  if  the  confinements  had  taken  place  in 
hygienic  surroundings,  where  skilled  nursing  was  available. 
The  Maternity  Home,  which  the  Corporation  is  about  to 
establish,  should  c.xcrt  a favourable  influence  upon  the  present 
high  rate  of  maternal  deaths  from  childbirth. 
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In  order  to  obtain  an  insight  into  the  usual  accommoda- 
tion for  confinements  in  private  houses,  I obtained  a few 
figures  from  details  furnished  by  the  Health  Visitors  when 
they  visited  cases  of  prospective  mothers.  Pregnancy  is 
not  notifiable,  and  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  who 
come  to  the  notice  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Depart- 
ment is  only  a small  proportion  of  the  total.  The  years  1922 
and  1923  are  taken  together. 

Accommodation  Available  for  Confinement : — 


Number. 

Percentage. 

Bedroom  ... 

...  262 

54.5 

Kitchen  or  Living  Room 

194 

40.4 

Sitting  Room 

8 

1.6 

Maternity  Home  ... 

6 

1.42 

Cellar-Dwelling 

5 

1.04 

Union  Infirmary  ... 

5 

1.04 

480 

100.000 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS 

ACT,  1915. 

Births  Notified  by  Doctors 

...  429 

Births  Notified  by  Midwives... 

...  473 

Births  Notified  by  Others... 

3 

905 

The  percentage  of  births  notified  to  total  births  was 
98.4%,  a very  high  result. 

The  births  attended  by  qualified  midwives  numbered  387. 

Forty-nine  Medical  Forms  were  received  from  midwives. 
The  reasons  for  sending  for  medical  aid  were  : — Delayed 
Labour,  11  cases  ; Abnormal  Presentation,  11  cases  ; Com- 
l)lications  of  Labour,  0 cases  ; Complications  after  Labour, 
10  cases  ; Instrumental  Delivery,  3 cases ; Other  causes, 
10  cases. 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

CENTRES. 

The  two  centres  established  by  the  Local  Authority  have 
been  fully  employed  during  the  year.  At  the  Town  Hall, 
Sessions  arc  held  on  Wednesday  afternoons  and  Saturday 
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mornings,  at  which  the  doctor  attends.  The  Centre  is,  however, 
open  for  advice,  etc.,  each  day,  from  9 a.ni.  to  5 p.m.,  and 
9 a.m.  to  12  noon  on  Saturdays. 

The  Clinic  at  Thornhill  Council  Offices  is  held  on 
Thursday  afternoons,  from  2 to  o p.m.,  when  a doctor  is  always 
in  attendance. 


The  object  of  these  Clinics  is,  primarily,  advice  upon 
feeding,  or  advice  to  mothers  relating  to  infant  maladies. 
A minimum  of  treatment  is  carried  out,  and  the  giving  of 
drugs,  by  mothers,  is  discouraged.  The  only  drugs  used  at 
the  Clinics  are  mild  digestive  correctives,  simple  ointments 
and  nutritives,  such  as  Virol. 


The  experience  that  dried  milk  is  far  preferable  as  an 
infants’  food  to  fluid  cow’s  milk  as  delivered  in  towns,  has 
been  amplified  during  the  year.  Very  few  babies  seem  to 
be  able  to  thrive  on  the  milk  supplied  to  them  by  the  milk 
retailer  ; digestive  troubles  repeatedly  making  themselves 
prominent.  The  rapid  improvement  upon  changing  to  a 
reputable  brand  of  dried  milk  is  instructive.  I have,  in 
consequence,  practically  discarded  ordering  cow’s  milk  in 
my  practice. 


A summary  of  the  Clinic  Attendances  gives  the  following 
figures  : — 


Total  attendances  at  the  Clinics 
Primary  Attendances  ... 

Cases  seen  by  Doctors 
Prospective  Mothers 


Dewsbury.  Thornhill 

Total. 

s 8717 

2257 

10974 

..  283 

92 

375 

..  1638 

614 

2252 

..  

432 

The  total  attendances  were  1431  in  excess  of  1922.  The 
primary  attendances  however,  show  a fall  of  113  ; 439  more  cases 
were  seen  by  the  doctors  and  33  more  prospective  mothers  came 
fur  advice. 


Table  XXVI. 

The  Supply  of  Milk  and  Dried  Milk. 
Fresh  Milk. 


Number. 

Amt.  in  Pints. 

£ 

Cost. 

B. 

d. 

Nursing  Mothers 

17 

441 

12 

17 

3 

Prospective  Mothers 

1 

42 

1 

4 

6 

Babies 

4 

433 

12 

12 

7 

22 

916 

26 

14 

4 

40 


Dried  Milk. — Pounds  Weight 


Given  Free, 
lbs. 

Half-price. 

lbs. 

Cost  Price, 
lbs. 

Total  Wht. 
in  lbs. 

Nett  Cost. 

£ s.  d. 

January 

237 

557 

196 

990 

42 

19 

2 

February 

236 

533 

160 

929 

41 

9 

6 

March 

252 

552 

199 

1003 

44 

0 

0 

April 

242 

480 

127 

929 

40 

3 

4 

M ay 

192 

511 

226 

929 

33 

11 

3 

June 

140 

468 

255 

863 

28 

1 

0 

July 

189 

471 

213 

873 

31 

16 

9 

August 

166 

508 

263 

937 

32 

0 

0 

September  ... 

147 

357 

293 

797 

24 

8 

3 

October 

160 

307 

388 

855 

23 

10 

9 

November  .. 

150 

301 

310 

761 

22 

10 

3 

December  ... 

127 

311 

338 

776 

21 

4 

7 

2238 

5356 

3048 

10642 

385 

14 

10 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  rise  in  the  amount  of  food  bought 
at  cost  price  and  the  corresponding  decline  in  the  amount  of  free 
food. 


The  sale  of  Infants’  food  is  quite  a sensitive  barometer  of 
industrial  conditions  in  the  district.  I feel  that  the  above  figures 
also  show  that  when  mothers  can  afford  to  pay  the  full  price  they 
will  do  so,  and  that  the  number  who  endeavour  to  obtain  food 
“ on  the  cheap”  are  few. 

In  1922,  the  figures  v^ere  10,771  lbs.,  at  a total  cost  of 
£553  10s.  fid.  A saving  of  £167  16s.  fid.  can,  therefore,  be 
recorded  on  last  year’s  figures.  This  was  made  possible  by 
the  improvement  in  the  staple  trades  of  the  district,  and 
consequent  less  unemployment. 

The  dried  milks  supplied  are,  Glaxo,  Cow  and  Gate  (full 
cream  and  half  cream).  Ambrosia,  and  lately  a mixed  food 
Dried  Milk  and  Virol  has  been  tried  in  special  cases,  and  upon 
medical  advice,  with  encouraging  results. 

Other  Substances  provided  were  : — 

Virol  to  1048  persons.  Virolax  to  184  persons. 
Chymol  to  66  persons.  Cristolax  to  12fi  persons. 

The  actual  weights  supplied  were  : — 

Virol,  1148  lbs.  Virolax,  198  tins. 

Chymol,  84  lbs.  Cristolax,  144  tins. 
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Table  XXVII. 

The  Work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 


Births,  1st  visits 

,,  revisits  under  1 year 
Still  Births 
Ante  Natal  Visits 
Ophthalmia  Oases 
Pneumonia  Cases 
Measles  Oases 

Other  Visits- Mental  Defic’uts 
Puerperal 

Visits  to  Children  1-5  yrs.  ... 


Trinity  North 

and 

South  I tisirict. 

rhornhill  North 

and 

South  District. 

Earlsheaton 

and 

All  .Saints  District. 

Ravensihorpe 

and 

St.  John  s E.  & VV. 

District. 

TOTALS. 

189 

168 

172 

329 

858 

1088 

567 

902 

932 

3489 

14 

6 

9 

19 

48 

94 

119 

109 

113 

435 

10 

2 

8 

20 

2 

10 

2 

4 

18 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

5 

1710 

1868 

2323 

2267 

8168 

3109 

2738 

3519 

3678 

13044 

This  Table  relates  to  home  visiting  only,  and  each 
column  gives  the  visits  paid  in  each  of  the  districts  worked 
by  the  four  Health  Visitors. 

As  compared  with  1922,  No.  1 district  shows  327  fewer 
visits  ; No.  2 district  one  more  visit  ; No.  3 district  97  fewer 
visits  ; and  No.  4 district  333  more  visits.  The  nett  result 
being  13044  visits  in  1923,  as  compared  with  13134  in  1922. 

This  slight  falling  off  may  be  explained  by  a tentative 
new  arrangement  of  duties  following  upon  the  resignation 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse.  It  was  decided  to  make  a trial 
for  six  months  of  a method  whereby  two  of  the  Health 
Visitors  attended  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic,  whilst  all  the  home 
visiting  of  Tuberculous  patients  was  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Visitors  in  their  respective  districts.  This  scheme  came  into 
operation  at  the  end  of  October. 

Table  XXVIll.  gives  the  number  of  attendances  made 
by  each  individual  visiting  the  Clinics. 
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Table  XXIX. 

The  class  of  Parent  who  attended  most  may  be  gathered  from 
the  table  below  giving  housing  and  financial  particulars. 


Rentals 


A.  Dewsbury 

Number  of  Rooms 

2/-  per  wk. 

1 or  under 

1 2/-  to  3/- 

per  week 

3/-  to  5/- 

' per  week 

Over  5/- 

per  week 

1 

2 3 

4 

over 

4 

Attended  Clinic 

Total  Births 

20 

99  113 

18 

25 

3 

41 

182 

49 

27 

175  251 

115 

90 

8 

50 

437 

156 

Rentals 

B.  Thornhill 

Number  of  Rooms 

^ s 

^ a 

^ s 

5 ^ 

Over  5/- 
per  week 

1 

2 

3 

4 

over 

4 

cq 

cq  U. 

CO  & 

Attended  Clinic 

1 

30 

15 

10 

16 

1 

10 

40 

30 

Total  Births 

1 

48 

30 

43 

30 

1 

25 

63 

63 

DeW'SRURY 

AND 

Thornhill 

Combined 

Number  of  Rooms 

Rentals 

2/-  per  wk. 
or  under 

2/-  to  3/- 
per  week 

3/-  to  5/- 
per  week 

Over  5/- 
per  week 

1 

2 

3 

4 

over 

4 

Attended  Clinic 

Total  births 

21 

129 

223 

128 

23 

40 

219 

28 

281 

158 

120 

9 

75 

500 
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VOLUNTARY  INSTITUTIONS  AND  ORGANISATIONS. 

There  are  no  Voluntary  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
organisation  in  the  town.  The  Dewsbury  Day  Nursery  and 
Clinic,  is,  however,  run  upon  voluntary  lines,  and,  recognised 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  received  a grant  in  aid  from  them. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Miss  Hilda  M.  Lee, 
for  the  figures  for  1923. 


Table  XXX. 


Under  3 yeai  s 

Over  3 years 

Total 

Whole  Day 

Half  Day 

Whole  Day 

Half  Day 

First  Quarter 

927 

47 

97 

12 

1083 

Second  Quarter 

1267 

63 

190 

85 

1555 

Third  Quarter 

823 

39 

231 

14 

1107 

Fourth  Quarter 

1009 

67 

296 

25 

1397 

Total... 

4026 

216 

814 

86 

5142 

A new  Voluntary  Nursing  Association,  under  the  title 
of  The  County  Borough  of  Dewsbury  Nursing  Association, 
was  founded  during  the  year.  The  basis  of  its  constitution 
followed  that  of  the  Queen  Victoria’s  Jubilee  Institute  for 
Nurses,  but  the  local  Association  is  not  affiliated  to  the  Jubilee 
organisation.  The  method  of  obtaining  funds  is  based  upon 
small  subscriptions  of  Id.  a week  upwards,  collected  from 
subscribers,  monthly  or  quarterly,  by  means  of  a very  willing 
band  of  voluntary  collectors.  In  this  way,  the  more  needy 
class  can  contribute,  according  to  their  capabilities,  and  thereby 
feel  that  they  are  a part  of  the  organisation.  The  pernicious 
principle  of  something  obtained  at  somebody  else’s  expense 
is  eliminated.  The  Association  is  non-sectarian  and  non- 
political. 

Up  to  the  present,  four  Nurses  have  commenced  work  in 
four  different  districts.  The  Nurses  live  in  their  respective 
districts,  and  can  maintain  constant  touch  with  their  cases 
and  prospective  patients.  The  aim  has  been  to  decentralise 
in  order  to  obviate  loss  of  time  in  travelling. 

The  Association  has  commenced  successbdly  ; is  already 
doing  useful  and  necessary  work  ; and  is  in  a sound  financial 
condition. 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

M. 

F. 

Children.  Tot. 

Dewsbury  and  District  Infirmar}^  ... 

20 

17 

14  57 

Staincliffe  Poor  Law  Institution 
Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Joint 

— 

m 

300 

Isolation  Hospital 

Fever  Beds 

— 

— 

— 72 

Small  Pox  Beds  ... 

40 

10  50 

Whitley  Grange  Hospital  for  Con- 

sumption 

8 

6 

4 *18 

* In  addition,  the  Corporation 

subsidise  two  beds,  one 

male  and  one  female,  at  the  Birkdale  Sanatorium,  Southport, 
for  early  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  or  for  advanced  cases  which 
have  greatly  improved  at  Whitley,  and  need  an  extension 
of  treatment. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 

The  small  Clinical  Laboratory,  opened  at  the  beginning 
of  1922,  has  been  kept  fully  employed,  and  it  has  been  possible 
to  make  valuable  additions  to  apparatus  without  any  increase 
in  the  estimates.  This  has  been  possible  owing  to  the  income 
received  by  the  examination  of  specimens  from  the  School 
Medical  Department,  and  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Laboratory  has  proved  economical,  inasmuch  as 
over  £50  has  been  saved  in  1923  in  comparison  with  1921  before 
it  was  ccmmenced. 

Specimens  arc  examined  free  when  sent  from  Medical 
Practitioners  in  the  area,  and  also  from  the  Dewsbury  and 
District  Infirmary. 

Facilities  are  available  for  carrying  out  the  Blood  Sugar 
estimations  nece.ssary  for  the  giving  of  the  new  L>iabetic 
Treatment  by  Insulin. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  for  private  practitioners 
has  much  increased,  an  indication  that  the  Laboratory  is 
fulfilling  its  intended  purpose. 

Specimens  coming  under  the  Venereal  Diseases  Regula- 
tions are  not  done  at  the  local  laboratory,  as  they  come  under 
a separate  heading  of  Public  Health  Work.  They  are  .sent 
to  the  County  Laboratory,  Wakefield, 


46 


Table  XXXI. 
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Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

55 

95 

2 

110 

13 

275 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ... 

85 

11 

167 

263 

Hair  for  Eiugworn  ... 

6 

320 

1 

327 

Urine  Examinations 

27 

1 

2 

46 

76 

Widal  Examinations 

12 

10 

22 

Anthrax  Swabs 

6 

12 

18 

Other  Examinations 

1 

49 

10 

1 

22 

83 

Total 

56 

280 

46 

434 

249 

1064 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

The  inspection  of  midwives’  instruments,  bags,  etc., 
has  been  continued  as  usual.  No  breaches  of  conduct  have 
occurred,  and  the  standard  of  practice  amongst  the  certificated 
midwives  is  satisfactorily  high. 


Enough  power  is  not  afforded  by  the  Central  Authority 
for  an  adequate  control  over  handywomen.  In  a town  like 
Dewsbury,  where  there  is  a paucity  of  qualified  midwives, 
resort  is  had  to  handywoman  help.  In  some  instances  such 
help  may  be  quite  sufficient,  but  there  can  be  no  two  opinions 
that  trained  help  at  these  times  is  superior  to  untrained.  As 
shown  in  another  section  of  my  report,  the  Maternal  Mortality 
in  Dewsbury  is  excessive. 


The  true  appreciation  of  surgical  cleanliness  is  absent  in 
the  practice  of  untrained  handywwnan  midwives. 

The  Health  Committee  are  alive  to  the  shortage  of 
qualified  midwives,  and  they  have  subsidised  a former  Health 
Visitor  to  enable  her  to  practise  midwifery  and  establish  herself 
in  a district  where  the  shortage  has  been  keenly  felt. 
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Tlie  following  midwivcs  were  on  the  Dewsbury  County 
Borough  Register  on  Jaiuuiry  1st,  1924  : — 

Certifi- 

Bona-fide  : — cate  No. 

Mrs.  H.  Hates.  119,  Spring  Gardens,  Earlsheaton...  19, 959 
*Mrs.  Fanny  Bailey,  13,  Royd  St.,  Hanging  Heaton  15,945 
*Mrs.  Eugenie  Jessop,  Urban  Terrace,  Grange  Moor  1 1 ,395 
*Mrs.  E.  E.  Dawson,  Eastfield,  Northorpe,  Mirfield  17,004 

Trained:  — 

Mrs.  H.  Gibbs,  7,  Unity  Terrace,  West  Town, 

Dewsbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51,630 

Mrs.  M.  Hallilay,  2,  Tweedale  St.,  Dewsbury  ...  35,294 

Nurse  N.  L.  Baxter,  22,  Eir  Parade,  Ravensthorpe  45,944 
*Mrs.  F.  Hepworth,  5,  South  View,  Trinity 

Street,  Batley...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47,599 

*Mrs.  H.  R.  Woodruffe,  19,  Branch  Road,  Batley  45,090 

* Non-residents. 


Table  XXXIL— Venereal  Diseases. 


Return  relating  to  all  persona  who  were  treated  at  the  Treatment  Centre  at 
Dewslmry  during  the  5’ear  ended  the  31at  December,  1923. 


ConditionB 

Syphilis 

soil 

Chancre 

iTonorr- 

hcea 

other  than 
Venereal 

TOTAL 

]M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1.  Number  of  persons  who,  on  the  Ist 

Jan.,  1922,  were  under  treatment 
for : — 

129 

65 

46 

7 

1 

4 

176 

76 

2.  Number  of  persons  dealt  with  dur- 

ing  the  year  at  or  in  connection 
with  the  out-patient  Clinic  for  the 

first  time  and  found  to  be  suffering 
from : — 

Syphilis  only 

Soft  Chancre  only  ... 

37 

16 

37 

16 

1 

1 

Gonorrhcea  only 

56 

2 

56 

2 

Syphilis  and  Soft  Chancre 
Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea 

Gonorrhoea  and  Soft  Chancre... 
Syphilis,  Soft  Chancre  and 

Gonorrhoea 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal 

3 

5 

3 

5 

Total — Item  2 

37 

16 

1 

i 56 

2 

3 

5 

97 

23 

Total — Items  1 and  2... 

166 

81 

1 

102 

9 

4 

9 

273 

99 

3.  Number  of  persons  who  ceased  to 

attend  the  out-patient  Clinic 

(a)  before  completing  a course 

of  treatment  for 

4 

1 

22 

3 

26 

4 

(b ) after  completion  of  a course 
of  treatment,  but  before  final  tests 
as  to  cure  of  . . . 

5 

2 

1 

6 

2 

4.  Number  of  persons  transferred  to 

other  Treatment  Centres  after  treat- 
ment for : — ... 

2 

2 

4 

5.  Number  of  persons  discharged  from 

the  out-patient  Clinic  after  com- 
pletion of  treatment  and  observation 
for: — 

9 

5 

1 

47 

2 

4 

8 

61 

15 

6.  Number  of  persons  who,  on  the  Ist 

Jany.,  1921,  were  under  treatment 
or  observation  for : — 

146 

73 

30 

4 

1 

176 

78 

Total — Items  3 1,  5 and  6... 

166 

81 

1 

102 

9 

4 

9 

273 

99 

7.  Total  attendances  of  all  persons  at 

the  out-patient  Clinic  who  were 
suffering  from  ; — 

8.  Aggregate  number  of  “in-patient 
days”  of  treatment  given  to  per- 

1367 

427 

42 

8113 

142 

33 

20 

9555 

589 

sons  who  were  suffering  from  : — ... 

97 

97 

7 

Males  Females  Total 

Attendances  at  out-patient  Clinics  9,555  589  j^q 

Intermediate  attendances  for  Irrigation,  etc.  ...  ’ 


Fob  Detection 

OF 

For 

Spirochetes 

Gonococci 

Other 

Organisms 

Wassermann 

Reaction 

9.  Examinations  of  Pathological 
Material : — 

(a)  Specimens  which  were  ex- 
amined at,  and  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the 
Treatment  Centre 

(b ) Specimens  from  persons 
attending  at  the  Treat- 
ment Centre  which  were 
sent  for  examina'  • on  to 
an  approved  Laboratory... 

1 

368 

233 
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Statement  showing  tlie  services  rendered  at  the  Treatment  Centre 
during  the  year,  classified  according  to  the  areas  in  w'hich  the 
patient  resides. 


Name  of  County  or  County  itorougli. 

Male 

Female 

1 Total 

A.  N 11711  ber  of  persons  from  each  area  dealt  with 
during  the  year  at  or  in  connection  with  the 
out-patient  Clinic,  for  the  first  time,  and 
found  to  be  suffering  from  ; — 

Syphilis... 

25 

28 

53 

Soft  Chancre 

1 

1 

Gonorrhoea 

24 

31 

58 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal 

5 

3 

8 

Tot.\l  ... 

55 

65 

120 

B.  Total  number  of  attendances  at  the  out- 
patient Clinic  of  all  patients  residing  in 
each  area 

1188 

1746 

2934 

C.  Aggregate  number  of  “In-patient  days”  of 
all  patients  residing  in  each  area ... 

97 

97 

D.  Number  of  doses  of  (1.  Out-patient  Clinic 
Salvarsan  substitutes 

given  in  the  : — ( 2.  In-patient  Dept, 

to  patients  residing  in  each  area  ... 

418 

497 

8 

915 

8 

E.  Give  the  names  of  Salvarsan  substitutes  used 
in  the  treatment  of  Syphilis  and  the  usual 
initial  and  final  doses  ... 

N ovarsenobenzol 

0'45  given  as  a Provocative  dose. 
0 45  initial  dose. 

0-60 

O' 75  final  dose. 

E.  State  the  amount  and  kind  of  treatment 
usually  administered  to  a case  of  Syphilis 
of  each  of  the  types  usually  dealt  with  at 
the  Treatment  Centre... 

4 doses  0'45  in  Primary  Course. 

4 ,,  0'60  ,,  ,.  „ 

4 ,,  0 60  ,,  Secondary  ,, 

In  Secondary  Cases  of  Syphilis 

8 doses  0'45.  12  doses  0 60. 

G.  State  the  nature  of  tests  applied  in  deciding 
as  to  discharge  of  patients  referred  to  in 
Item  5 on  previous  psge 

Patient  must  have  2 full 
negative  smears  and  then  full 
sized  Bougie  and  Sol.  Silver 
Nitrate  5 grs./oz.  applied  and 
full  negative  smear  afterwards. 

Syphilis  patients  to  have 
negative  Blood  for  period  of 

2 years  after  having  full  course 
of  treatment  including  Provo- 
cative doses. 
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THE  VETERINARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Veterinary  Inspector,  Mr.  Frank 
Hallilay,  for  the  following  report. 

During  the  last  twelve  months,  I have  made  at  least 
two  inspections  (in  several  cases,  more)  of  all  the  milk  cows 
in  the  Borough  of  Dewsbury,  and  have  had  no  occasion  to  notify 
any  advanced  case  of  Tuberculosis — nor  yet  to  stop  the  supply 
of  milk  from  any  one  cow  owing  to  suspected  Tubercular 
affections  of  the  udder.  I consider  that  the  standard  of  cows 
kept  in  the  Borough  is  of  a very  good  quality. 

Although  several  of  the  cow  sheds  have  been  improved 
of  late  years,  there  are  still  many  of  them  which  are  not  by 
any  means  ideal  places  from  a hygienic  point  of  view.  Of 
course,  where  new  ones  are  put  up  they  are  better  and  can  be 
much  more  easily  cleaned. 

There  are  44  men  in  the  Borough  who  keep  cows  for 
the  production  of  milk  for  sale  to  the  public,  and  a little  over 
400  cows. 

Table  XXXIII. 

VACCINATION  ACTS. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Tom  Sykes,  the  Vaccination  Officer, 
for  the  figures  given  below  : — 


Succe'iRfuily 


REGISTRATION  DISTRICT 

Vaccitiated 

Exeiupteii 

Population 

Dewsbury  ... 

196 

2.55 

27443 

Mirfield  and  Ravensthorpe 

180 

1.54 

18852 

Soothill  Upper  and  Nether 

62 

109 

13142 

Thornhill 

51 

115 

11722 

489 

633 

71159 

Comments  on  the  above  Table. 

The  population  of  the  registration  sub-districts  above, 
according  to  the  1921  census,  was,  therefore,  71,189.  From 
this  population  must  be  deducted  12,133  belonging  to  Mirfield, 
and  4,166  belonging  to  Batley,  leaving  a population  of  54,160 
in  Dewsbury  County  Borough. 

During  1923,  489  children  were  successfully  vaccinated 
and  633  exempted  in  the  whole  district  of  a population  of 
71,159.  Calculating  from  these  figures,  the  number  of  children 
vaccinated  or  exempted  within  the  area  of  the  County 
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Borough  was  854.  During  this  period,  942  children  were 
born,  but  of  these  45  died  before  they  were  three  months  old, 
therefore  897  remained.  Of  these,  854  were  ai:)proached 
re  vaccination,  and  372  were  successfully  vaccinated.  A 
percentage  of  43.5. 

The  wide-spread  prevalence  of  Small  Pox  throughout 
England  is  disquieting,  although  the  type  is  very  mild  in 
the  majority  of  areas. 

It  is  19  years  since  Dewsbury  experienced  a serious 
epidemic  of  this  disease,  and  the  lessons  learnt  then  are 
perhaps  growing  dim.  At  any  time  a renewal  of  the  teaching 
may  take  place,  and  I am  afraid  that  if  that  is  so,  the  incidence 
of  the  disease  will  fall  most  heavily  upon  the  younger  members 
of  the  community.  The  damage  caused  by  Small  Pox,  both 
to  health  and  to  the  material  prosperity  of  a town,  has  been 
illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  city  of  Gloucester  during  the  year. 

SPECIAL  REPORTS  TO  HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1923. 

I.  A Report  upon  “The  Powers  under  which  Local 
Authorities  may  proceed  with  regard  to 
Atmospheric  Pollution.” 

II.  A Report  upon  “A  Nuisance  arising  from  a Corporation 
Tip  at  Thornhill  Edge,  with  suggestions  for 
remedying  same.” 

III.  A Report  upon  “The  Eacilities  available  locally  for 

Combating  an  Epidemic  of  Small  Pox.” 

IV.  A Report  upon  “ The  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  County 

Borough  of  Dewsbury,  with  especial  reference 
to  the  need  for  a Public  Abbatoir.” 

V.  A Report  upon  “ A Slaughter  House  in  Dewsbury.” 

VI.  A Report  upon  “ The  Proceedings  of  the  Thirty- 
Fourth  Congress  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute.” 

VII.  A Report  upon  “ The  Advisability  of  holding  a Health 
Week.” 

VIII.  A Report  upon  “ The  Infantile  Mortality  of  Dews- 
bury, and  suggestions  for  reducing  same.” 

IX.  A Report  upon  “ The  Re-distribution  of  the  Duties 
of  the  Health  Visitors.” 

X.  A Report  upon  “ The  Census  Returns  relating  to  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.” 

XI.  A Report  upon  “ The  Census  Returns  relating  to  the 
County  Borough  of  Dewsbury.” 
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HOUSING. 

Summary  of  Census  Returns. 

Amongst  the  large  towns  in  Yorkshire,  Dewsbury  shows 
tlie  smallest  amount  of  room  space  per  person  (0,88  rooms 
per  person)  and  the  greatest  deficiency  of  rooms  on  the  basis 
of  the  England  and  Wales  standard-(24. 2 '){,).  Sheffield  is  in 
the  most  favourable  position  with  a deficiency  of  4.6%. 
The  textile  Towns,  as  a whole,  are  more  unfavourably  placed 
than  the  non-textile  towns. 

Dewsbury,  amongst  the  large  towns  of  Yorkshire,  shows 
the  most  unfavourable  figures  for  the  percentage  of  population 
living  more  than  two  persons  to  a room  (18.0%).  Barnsley  is 
next  with  15.0%. 

The  general  size  of  dwellings,  judging  fiom  the  average 
number  of  rooms  per  dwelling,  in  the  large  towns,  is  smallest 
in  Dewsbury  (3.42).  Halifax  comes  next  with  3.72.  Doncaster, 
5.38  ; and  Rotherham,  4.67  are  the  highest. 

Judging  from  the  census  returns,  there  was  a deficiency 
in  housing  accommodation  of  14,749  rooms  in  Dewsbury  in 
1921.  Taking  the  average  of  4.5  rooms  per  house,  this  gives 
a deficiency  in  houses  of  3,277. 

Starting  with  such  a deficiency,  it  is  of  interest  to  see 
how  many  houses  have  been  built  and  occupied  since  that 
time.  At  the  time  of  the  Census,  137  private  houses  were  in 
course  of  erection.  These  have  been  completed  and  occupied. 

In  1922,  five  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise, 
and  84  by  the  Municipality.  These  are  all  occupied. 

In  1923,  13  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise,  and 
occupied,  and  four  by  the  Municipality.  These  latter  are  not 
yet  fully  completed. 

Fifty-seven  of  the  137  private  houses  stated  to  be  in 
course  of  erection  on  Census  night,  arc  included  in  the  figures 
for  1922. 

To  sum  up,  at  the  end  of  1923,  182  houses  had  been  built 
and  occupied  Starting  in  1921  with  a deficiency  of  3,277, 
there  remains,  at  the  end  of  1923,  a deficiency  of  3,095  houses 
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It  should  be  realised  that  no  allowance  has  been  made  for 
houses  becoming  ruinous  and  unfit  for  habitation.  A survey 
of  housing  conditions  throughout  the  town,  reveals  a con- 
siderable amount  of  property  which  may  be  said,  very  properly 
and  without  exaggeration,  to  be  worn  out. 

There  are  many  blocks  of  property,  scattered  throughout 
the  whole  County  Borough  area,  which,  under  favourable 
conditions  of  supply,  would  certainly  be  condemned  as  falling 
below  the  reasonable  standard  of  hygienic  and  structural 
amenity  expected  in  the  light  of  modern  building  law  and 
practice. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  Density  of  Population 
and  Housing  Conditions  in  the  various  Wards. 

Table  XXXIV. 

Density  of  Population.  Census  1921. 


Acreage 
(Land  & Water) 

[ Persons 

j per  Acre 

1 

Dwelling  Rooms 
per  Person 

Intercensal  inc. 
or  decrease  of 
Population 

Dewsbury  C.B. 

6720 

8-1 

0'88 

+809 

All  Saints  ... 

392 

13-9 

090 

—387 

Earlsheaton 

1108 

6-7 

0-88 

+ 476 

,,  Part  of  Dewsbury 

546 

2-7 

0-90 

,,  Part  of  S.  Nether... 

562 

10  6 

0-87 

Raven  sdiorpe 

372 

18T 

0-91 

+ 343 

St.  John’s  East 

345 

190 

0-72 

— 44 

St.  John’s  West 

484 

6-1 

0-87 

+ 32 

Thornhill  North 

772 

8-7 

0-96 

+ 260 

Thornhill  South 

2835 

18 

0-79 

+ 159 

Trinity  North 

229 

27-0 

0-98 

—175 

Trinity  South 

183 

39-2 

091  I 

i 

+ 145 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  persons  per  acre  is  no 
indication  of  the  housing  conditions.  The  most  crowded 
Wards  ujxin  this  basis  are  Trinity  South,  Trinity  North  and 
St.  John’s  East.  Trinity  North  is,  on  the  other  hand,  most 
favourably  placed  in  respect  of  room  space  per  person,  and 
contains  the  majority  of  the  better  class  houses  in  the  town. 

The  most  unfavourable  area  was  St.  John’s  East — which 
contains  the  scheduled  Dawgreen  Area,  and  Thornhill  South, 
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comprising  Thornliill,  Thornhill  Edge  and  Briestfield.  This 
latter  area  is  the  most  sparsely  populated  in  the  Borough, 
but  the  housing  conditions  are  unsatisfactory.  In  Thornhill 
and  Thornhill  Edge,  many  of  the  houses  are  worn  out,  and 
cannot,  without  reconstruction,  be  made  reasonably  fit  for 
habitation. 


The  proportion  of  Through  Houses  to  Back-to-Back  is 
approximately  as  follows  : — 


Table 

XXXV. 

Dewsbury  ... 

...  3300 

3873 

7173 

46% 

Soo  thills 

...  551 

1413 

1964 

28% 

Ravensthorpe 

...  497 

2327 

2824 

18% 

Thornhill 

...  823 

929 

1752 

47% 

5171 

8542 

13713 

35% 

Houses  without  through  ventilation  may  be  warmer 
than  those  with  efficient  ventilation,  but  the  warmth  is  obtained 
at  the  expense  of  the  fresh  air  supply.  The  most  pernicious 
type,  of  which  there  are  not  a few  in  various  parts  of  the  town, 
is  the  back-to-earth.  In  this  type  of  house,  dampness  is 
always  prevalent. 

Experience  and  statistics  spread  over  many  years,  have 
abundantly  proved  the  disadvantages  of  the  back-to-back 
house.  Recapitulation  of  these  facts  is  hardly  necessary 
in  view  of  the  almost  universal  condemnation  of  these  relics 
of  the  economic  housing  of  our  forefathers. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  clearance 
of  the  scheduled  area  of  Dawgreen. 

Representation  has  been  made  for  two  additional  sub- 
areas  within  the  original  area,  to  be  cleared,  and  the  necessary 
local  enquiry  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  is 
only  awaited  before  continuing.  If  these  areas  are  approved, 
a clearance  scheme  will  hold  for  the  area  between  Haigh  Street 
and  Ranter’s  Hill  on  the  East  ; High  Street,  Junction  Road 
and  Middle  Road  on  the  North  ; Whitworth  Road  on  the 
West ; and  Senior  Street,  Brook  Road  and  Manor  Road  on 
the  South. 
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During  the  year  the  Corporation  has  adopted  the  Small 
Dwellings  Acquisition  Act. 

Under  this  Act,  the  Corporation  will  advance,  at  a rate 
of  5%  interest,  90%  of  the  total  cost  of  a dwelling  house  in 
which  the  intending  purchaser  is  living,  the  cost  of  the  house 
not  to  exceed  £1200. 

Up  to  the  time  of  writing,  nobody  has  taken  advantage 
of  these  facilities  to  become  the  possessors  of  the  house  they 
are  now  living  in. 

Another  Act — ^I'he  Housing  (Subsidy)  Act,  1923 — came 
into  force  on  August,  1923.  Under  this  Act  a subsidy  of 
£115  is  given  to  any  person  building  for  his  own  occupation, 
or  building  two  houses,  one  of  which  is  for  his  own  occupation. 
A subsidy  of  £95  per  house  is  allowed  to  persons  building 
houses  other  than  for  their  own  occupation.  In  addition 
to  this  Government  Subsidy,  the  Dewsbury  Corporation 
will  lend  up  to  90%  of  the  value  of  the  house,  provided  the 
value  does  not  exceed  £1,500  to  facilitate  building  still  more. 
During  the  actual  building  period  the  Corporation  will  lend 
50%  of  the  cost  of  construction  as  the  house  is  being  erected, 
i.e.,  a man  without  capital  can  build.  There  is  no  necessity 
to  wait  until  the  completion  of  the  house  before  borrowing. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1923,  53  private  plans  had  been  passed 
for  subsidy  houses.  In  addition,  106  plans  were  passed  for 
houses  to  be  built  by  the  Corporation,  56  on  the  Wakefield 
Road  and  50  on  the  Beckett  Lane  Site. 
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Table  XXXVT. 

APPENDICES. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Stalis/ics — Year  ended  31s/  December,  1'J23. 


1.— GENERAL. 

1.  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  55,424 

2.  General  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.0 

3.  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ...  0.83 

4.  Infantile  Mortolit)'^  ...  ...  ...  ...  82.8 

5.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  all  Classes  ...  13,640 

6.  Number  of  Working  Class  Dwelling  Houses  . . . 12,630 

7.  Number  of  New  Working  Class  Houses  erected  17 


2— UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

I. — Inspection. 

P.H.A.  H.A. 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  252  148 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District  Regulations)  1910  148 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  16 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
lit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  95 

II.  — Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  taken  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  39 

III. — -Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  tkc..  Act,  1919. 
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1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  re])uirs  ...  110 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  ht  : — 

(«)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  59 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  b}^  owners  of  intentions  to 
close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  resi^ect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ... 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the 

Housing,  Toim  Panning.  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders...  ...  ...  3 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  resi)ect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  3 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  deteniiined,  the 
dwelling-houses  being  rendered  fit 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  
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Table  XXXVII. 

Causes  of  Deaths  in  Districts  during  1923. 


Dewsbury 

Ravensthorpe 

Earlsheaton 

Thornhill 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

M F 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

Measles 

10  8 

1 

2 

2 

1 

14 

10 

24 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Diphtheria  . . 

2 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Influenza 

4 10 

2 

2 

1 

3 

5 

10 

17 

27 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

17  3 

1 

2 

2 1 

2 

4 

22 

10 

32 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

7 3 

2 

1 

1 

10 

4 

14 

Erysipelas  .. 

Cancer 

14  2.5 

3 

5 

8 7 

4 

7 

29 

44 

73 

Rheumatism 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

Meningitis  (Acute) 

2 2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

34  23 

3 

3 

6 6 

10 

12 

53 

44 

97 

Bronchitis  (all  forms) 

28  34 

7 

4 

5 7 

10 

8 

50 

53 

103 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

24  24 

2 

4 

3 6 

4 

2 

33 

30 

69 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  .. 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

5 4 

1 

1 1 

7 

5 

12 

Appendicitis  and  Peritonitis  .. 

6 1 

1 

2 

7 

3 

10 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

12  10 

2 

2 5 

4 

2 

20 

17 

37 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Parturition 

4 

2 

1 

7 

7 

Debility,  Marasmus,  including 

Premature  Birth 

18  4 

5 

1 

2 

3 

3 

26 

10 

36 

Old  Age 

4 12 

2 

5 

3 6 

3 

4 

12 

27 

39 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

10  15 

4 

1 

8 9 

4 

5 

26 

30 

56 

Apoplexy 

3 2 

2 3 

3 

2 

8 

7 

15 

Violent  Deaths 

4 3 

1 

2 1 

3 

9 

5 

14 

Suicides 

4 2 

1 1 

1 

0 

3 

9 

Found  Dead 

1 

1 

1 

All  other  Causes 

24  25 

7 

11 

3 3 

14 

12 

48 

51 

99 

237  221 

44 

41 

50  63 

77 

70 

00 

o 

395 

803 
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Table  XXXVIII. 

Causes  of  Deaths  in  Dewsbury  for  8 years, 

1916-1923. 


Cause  ok  Death. 

1 

igi6i9i7 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

I 

4 

I 

2 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

2 

36 

4 

6 

12 

I 

3 

24 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

3 

3 

2 

4 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

10 

9 

3 

5 

7 

5 

4 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

6 

1 1 

8 

II 

5 

8 

2 

2 

Influenza 

13 

4 

184 

93 

19 

20 

24 

27 

Erysipelas 

I 

3 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

42 

52 

43 

38 

37 

31 

23 

32 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

4 

5 

2 

7 

4 

I 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

6 

6 

1 1 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

56 

59 

55 

73 

68 

71 

65 

73 

Rheumatic  Fever 

5 

2 

6 

5 

3 

9 

3 

5 

Meningitis 

4 

4 

5 

3 

5 

7 

2 

7 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

98 

72 

76 

91 

88 

87 

71 

97 

Bronchitis 

87 

76 

120 

124 

98 

96 

103 

103 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

48 

66 

80 

78 

49 

56 

48 

69 

Other  Diseases  of  Resoiratory  Organs.. 

4 

6 

I 

5 

8 

7 

5 

4 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

22 

13 

12 

23 

22 

23 

a 

12 

Appendicitis  and  Peritonitis 

6 

5 

2 

2 

2 

5 

5 

10 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

) 3 

2 

4 

5 

2 

Alcoholism 

2 

I 

3 

Nephritis  and  Bright's  Disease 

32 

34 

44 

51 

42 

32 

23 

37 

Puerperal  Fever.. 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

2 

2 

2 

3 

I 

2 

I 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

9 

1 

4 

6 

5 

5 

5 

7 

Congenital  Debility  & Malformation, 

including  Premature  Birth 

47 

38 

48 

56 

56 

67 

53 

36 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

19 

23 

15 

20 

16 

7 

10 

14 

Suicide 

6 

3 

8 

3 

4 

9 

5 

9 

Other  Diseases  .. 

264 

208 

214 

222 

215 

243 

262 

208 

Totals  .. 

1 

791 

739 

956 

930 

784 

810 

745 

803 

Resident  died  outside  Borough. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1923. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing 

and  Town  Planning  Committees. 

Mrs.  W.-vtts  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Third  Annual  Report 
of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectorial  Staff 
during  the  past  year. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  in  all  directions  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  general  trade  of  the  town  has  been  quiet. 

The  conversion  of  Privies  into  Water  Closets  has  been 
continued,  265  privies  and  pail  closets  have  been  abolished, 
also  29  trough  and  waste  water  closets.  302  modern  water 
closets,  with  separate  flushing  cisterns,  have  been  substituted. 

Further,  51  additional  water  closets  have  been  provided 
in  the  town. 

119  ashplaces  have  been  abolished  or  disused,  and 
replaced  by  469  Galvanized  Covered  Ashbins. 

253  tests  have  been  carried  out  on  3,965  yards  of  new 
drainage. 

Inspections  of  160  vans  occupied  by  477  persons 
visiting  the  four  fairs  held  during  the  year  has  been  carried 
out. 


No  case  of  Infectious  or  Contagious  disease  was  found 
amongst  the  occupants. 

There  was  no  infringement  of  the  Bye-Laws  controlling 
van  dv'ellers. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  on  the 
inspection  of  slaughter-houses  and  meat.  2,780  visits  were 
made. 

16,183  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  borough. 

Meat,  which  is  dressed  in  outside  areas,  is  insi)ected  in 
the  sho])S. 


TABLE  XXXIX. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1923  and  previous  years.  Dewsbury  C B 


are  the  provisional  ones  supplied  by  the  Eegistrar  General  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Inspection  of  markets,  wholesale  houses  and  shops  where 
food  stuffs  are  iirepared  and  sold,  is  regularly  carried  out, 
This  has  the  effect  of  preventing  the  sale  of  foodstuffs  which 
are  unfit  for  hum  in  food. 

There  are  (>74  prenii.ses  in  the  borough  concerned  in  the 
preparation  or  sale  of  foodstuffs. 

2,080  visits  were  made  during  the  year  of  these  ])laces. 

16,685  lbs.  of  unsound  and  unwholesome  foodstuffs  were 
surrendered  and  destro^'^ed  during  the  year. 

No  utilization  is  made  of  any  of  the  condemned  foodstuffs. 

In  addition,  there  is  a large  amount  of  fish  and  other 
refuse  from  the  wholesale  and  retail  shops  in  the  borough. 

With  a suitable  plant,  valuable  by-products,  such  as 
manure,  etc.,  could  be  produced  from  this  waste  foodstuff, 
which  at  present  is  either  burned  or  buried. 

I am  leaving  Dewsbury  at  an  early  date  to  take  up  an 
appointment  in  a larger  area. 

During  the  three  years  I have  been  in  your  services,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  carry  out  the  work  on  modern  lines,  and 
in  spite  of  the  depression  in  the  town,  good  work  has  been 
accomplished  by  your  staff. 

The  following  Tables  can  only  convey  in  a small  way 
the  large  amount  of  detail  work  which  is  necessary  before  the 
results  can  be  tabulated. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  you  for 
the  help  and  consideration  you  have  given  to  an}^  suggestions 
' brought  before  you. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  O.  M.  Holden)  for 
his  helpful  advice  at  all  times,  and  to  the  members  of  my 
staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation. 

The  success  of  any  department  is  dependent  on  the  efforts 
of  each  individual  member. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  J.  JACKSON, 
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Table  XXXIX. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


Number  of  Water  Closets  (all  types)  ...  ...  10277 

Number  of  Privies  1341.  Earth  Closets  lf3  ...  1494 

Percentage  of  W.C’s  to  total  accommodation  ...  87‘5 

Number  of  Privies  and  Pail  Closets  abolished  ...  265 

Number  of  Trough  and  Waste  Water  Closets  abolished  ...  29 

Number  of  W.C’s  substituted  ...  ...  302 

Number  of  Additional  W.C’s  provided  ...  ...  61 


Dewsbury 
(old  area) 

9 

GU 

u 

o 

43 

00 

S 

% 

« 

Soothill 

Thornhill 

TOTALS 

/Midden  Privies  and 

Earth  Closets 

29 

304 

804 

864 

2001 

iLDCl  Ot 

1 nr»i 

Pail  Closets  ... 

27 

109 

6 

9 

151 

lyzi 

Fresh  Water  Closets 

9287 

^Waste  Water  Closets 

4 

17 

212 

233 

11672 

/Midden  Privies  and 

— 

Earth  Closets 

18 

198 

691 

689 

1596 

rjDCl  oil 
1 non 

Pail  Closets  ... 

24 

98 

6 

8 

136 

Fresh  Water  Closets 

9723 

Waste  Water  Closets 

17 

211 

228 

11683 

/Midden  Privies  aud 

Earth  Closets 

17 

116 

606 

602 

1341 

il^ncl  01 

1 noo 

Pail  Closets  ... 

23 

98 

3 

3 

127 

Fresh  Water  Closets 

10066 

Waste  Water  Closets 

14 

197 

211 

11745 

Dewsbury 
(old  area) 

Ravens- 

thorpe 

Soot- 

bill 

Thorn- 

hill 

Total 

Number  of  Ashpits 

1593 

191 

270 

333 

2387 

,,  Ashbins 

,,  Privy  Mid- 

2711 

764 

904 

1368 

5747 

dens  and  Earth  Closets 

17 

116 

606 

602 

1341 
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Table  XL. 

Registered  or  Licensed  Premises  in  County  Borough  of 


Dewsbury,  in  1923. 


Dewsbury 
(old  area) 

Eavensthorpe 

Soothill  Nether  1 

Soothill  Upper 

Thornhill 

Total 

Number  of  Visits  Paid. 

Bakehouses 

19 

7 

4 

1 

5 

36 

49 

Slaughter-houses 

13 

3 

2 

2 

3 

23 

2606 

Common  lodging-houses  ... 

4 

4 

21 

Cowsheds 

7 

1 

6 

4 

36 

54 

19 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

30 

5 

6 

5 

24 

69 

34 

Tripe  boiling  premises 

4 

1 

1 

2 

8 

14 

Soap  making 

2 

2 

2 

Bone  boiling,  Fat 

extiaoting,  etc.  ... 

1 

1 

2 

11 

Gut  scraping 

1 

1 

4 

RESULTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1923. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  House  and  other  premises 

..  4546 

Number  of  Ke-inspections  of  Hoiuses  and  other  premises 

..  3921 

^d^i*s  to  Slaughter  Houses  ... 

..  27S0 

,,  ,,  Markets  and  Food  Shops 

..  2980 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

..  53 

,,  ,,  Factories  and  Workshops 

..  186 

,,  ,,  Offensiv'e  Trades  Premises 

..  30 

,,  ,,  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 

..  702 

Total 

...15,198 

Complaints  received 

280 

Interviews  with  Callers 

549 

Preliminary  Notices  Served 

563 

Verbal  Notices  given 

258 

Legal  Notices  served 

218 
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The  following  work  has  boon  completed  as  a result  of 
notices  : — 

Defective  Privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  2d6 

Defective  Pail  Closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  !) 

Defective  Trough  Closets  abolished  ...  ...  <) 

Defective  Waste  Water  Closets  abolished  ...  20 

W^ater  Closets  substituted  ...  ...  ...  302 

Other  additional  W'.C’s.  provided  ...  ...  51 

Ashplaces  abolished  or  disused  ...  ...  ...  119 

Galvanized  Iron  Receptacles  substituted  ...  469 

Galvanized  Iron  Receptacles  for  New  Houses  ...  .32 

Tests  on  New  Drains  (water)  ...  ...  ...  240 

Tests  on  New  Drains  (smoke)  ...  ...  ...  13 

Yards  of  New  Drains  Tested  ...  ...  ...  3065 

Old  Drains  Tested  (smoke)  ...  ...  ...  37 

New  Gullies  and  Dishstones  Provided  ...  ...  284 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  ...  ...  ...  152 

Drains  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

W.C’s.  Repaired  and  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  145 

Ventilation  Pipes  provided  to  Drains  ...  ...  143 

Eaves,  Gutters  and  Fall  Spouts  provided  ...  223 

Fall  Pipes  disconnected  from  Drains  ...  ...  46 

New  Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

New  Traps  and  Sink  W'aste  Pipes  provided  ...  9!) 

Roofs  and  Floors  repaired ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

New  Urinals  provided  (stalls)  ...  ...  ...  10 

Windows  mide  to  open  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Refuse  and  Manure  removed  ...  ...  ...  25 

Water  removed  from  Cellars  ...  ...  ...  23 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  223 

Slaughter  Houses  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  90 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Drainage  System  connected  to  Sewer  ...  ...  29 

Dry  Areas  jwovided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 
WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises 

Factories 

Inspec- 

tions 

N umber 
of  Written 
Notices 

Prose- 

cutions 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops 

32 

15 

■ 

(Including  Workshops  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  prem- 
ises included  in  part  3 of  this 

119 

20 

report) 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

151 

35 

DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Particulars 

Foul  Privy  accommodation 
Without  W.C.  accommodation  ... 

No  receptacles  for  refuse... 

Want  of  lavatory  basins 
No  intervening  ventilated  space  to  W.C’s 
W.C.  doors  without  proper  fastenings  .. 
Want  of  cleanliness  (lime washing) 

New  pails  for  pail  closets 
Cleanse  W.C’s. 

Other  defects 


No.  of  Defects 
Found  Remedied 


1 

3 

3 


1 

2 

3 


2 2 


12  12 

11  11 

13  13 

3 3 


Total  ...  ...  49  47 
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REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Rag  Sorting  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 

Boot  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  :}0 

Millinery  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Motor  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Joinery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 


OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  ...  ...  — 

Failure  to  Affix  Abstract  with  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act  (S.  133,  199)  — 

Action  taken  in  matter  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remedied  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  (S.  5,  1901)...  4 

Other  defects  found  by  Inspectors  (S.  5,  1901)  ...  ...  46 

Report  of  Action  taken  and  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  ...  4 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of 
the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

Inspections  have  been  made  and  defects  found  to  exist 
which  necessitate  the  service  of  notices  as  under  : — 


Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

To  provide  New  Pails  to  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  11 

,,  ,,  W.C.  accommodation...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  Urinal  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  ventilated  intervening  space  to  W.C’s.  ...  2 

,,  Limewash  Walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  provide  receptacles  for  refuse  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  cleanse  choked  drains,  W.C.  and  Urinals  ...  ...  13 

,,  Provide  water  to  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  repair  roofs  and  spoutings  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  repair  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


AMUSEMENT  HOUSES. 

Regular  inspection  has  been  carried  out  of  all  the  licensed 
])remises  during  the  year,  when  they  were  found  to  comply 
with  the  requirements. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  arc  four  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borougli, 
with  the  accommodation  for  233  people. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made,  and  notices  issued 
requiring  the  amendment  of  sanitary  accommodation, 
number  of  beds  and  limewashing. 

CANAL  BOATS. 

\\'harves  are  visited  periodically  and  canal  boats  inspected. 

In  one  case,  the  Certificate  of  Registration  could  not  be 
produced,  and  a warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  company  owning 
the  boat. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

Observations  of  31  factory  chimneys  have  been  made 
during  the  year. 

Warning  letters  wei'e  sent  in  13  instances  where  black 
smoke  was  emitted  for  over  10  minutes  per  hour. 

In  two  instances,  representatives  of  other  firms  were 
requested  to  attend  before  the  committee. 

OUTWORKERS  (FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901). 

No  returns  were  received  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACTS. 

116  Statutory  Notices  were  issued  to  owners  in  connection 
with  116  houses. 

The  principle  amendments  required  are  : — 

Repair  defective  roofs  and  walls. 

Repair  and  re-cord  window  sashes. 

Provide  eaves  and  fall  spouting. 

Repair  floors. 

Repair  defective  plaster  work. 

Repair  defective  stair  treads. 

Provide  through  ventilation. 

Provide  washing  accommodation. 

Three  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

Three  houses  were  demolished  voluntarily. 

A person  occupying  a wood  hut  as  a dwelling,  contrary 
to  the  Bye-Laws,  was  served  with  a notice  to  remove. 
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INCREASE  OF  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST 
(RESTRICTIONS)  ACT,  1920. 

Two  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  under 
the  Act. 

An  inspection  of  the  house  164,  Stocks  Yard,  Earlshcaton, 
was  made,  and  a Certificate  granted. 

One  Certificate  was  refused. 

INSPECTION  OF  FAIR  GROUNDS  AND  VAN  DWELLERS. 

Dewsbury  Spring  Feast. 

Inspection  of  53  vans  occupied  by  151  persons  was  carried 

out. 

No  case  of  Infectioiis  or  Contagious  disease  was  found,  or 
any  infringement  of  the  Bye-Laws. 

Dewsbury  Feast. 

Regular  inspection  of  76  vans  occupied  by  239  persons, 
was  made. 

No  case  of  Infectious  or  Contagious  disease  was  found, 
or  any  infringement  of  the  Bye-Laws. 

Careful  inspection  was  made  of  stalls  where  foodstuffs 
were  sold. 

Ravensthorpe  Feast. 

Regular  inspection  of  22  vans  occupied  by  60  persons, 
was  made. 

No  infringement  of  the  B57e-Laws,  or  an}'  case  of  Infectious 
or  Contagious  disease  was  found.  Six  stalls  selling  foodstuffs 
were  inspected. 

Thornhill  Feast. 

Inspections  were  made  of  nine  vans  occupied  by  27  persons. 

The  vans  were  found  to  be  clean,  and  no  case  of  Infectious 
or  Contagious  disease  was  discovered. 

Stalls  selling  foodstuffs  were  regularly  inspected. 

A number  of  Hawkers’  Vans  have  visited  the  Borough 
during  the  year  for  short  periods. 

In  each  case  a notice  was  issued,  and  the  occupants  moved 
out  of  the  district. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDERS,  AND 
THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1922. 

Applications  have  been  received  under  the  above  for 
Registration  as  Cowkeepei's  from  eight  persons. 

The  apiuoximate  number  of  cows  in  the  Borough  is  230. 

Applications  have  also  been  received  for  Registration 
as  Retail  Purv'eyors  of  Milk  from  seven  persons. 

One  applicant  was  granted  Temporary  Registration  in 
order  that  he  might  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

There  is  no  Certified  Milk  sold  in  the  Borough. 

One  retailer  sells  a portion  of  his  supply  in  bottles. 

MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1912  and  1917. 

(1) .  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

Milk  125  0 

*Cream...  ...  1 1 

(2) .  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  ...  5 Genuine. 

Boric  Acid  ...  .05  .15  .3  .21  .12 

Fat  46  46.6  47.1  48  50.14 

* This  sample  contained  .1  per  cent  of  Boric  Acid.  No 
declaration  was  made  at  the  time  of  the  sale. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  private  slaughter  houses  are  scattered  throughout  the 
Borough  in  such  a manner  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Inspector 
to  be  present  at  the  time  of  slaughtering. 

None  of  the  premises  comply  with  a modern  standard, 
many  of  them  are  situated  in  back  yards,  and  positions 
surrounded  by  houses. 

Private  Slaughter  Houses. 


1922 

1923 

Registered 

3 

3 

Licensed 

24 

20 

In  actual  use 

26 

23 

Centralization  of  slaughtering  is  now  carried  out  in  many 
instances. 

Licences  are  issued  annually  on  payment  of  a small  fee. 
2,780  visits  were  paid  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  of 
the  animals  slaughtered. 
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The  members  of  the  Dewsbury  and  District  Butchers’ 
Association  are  indemnified  against  loss  from  Tuberculous 
diseases  in  the  animals  slaughtered  for  the  sum  of  : — 

Bullocks  and  Heifers  ...  1/-  each  animal. 

Cows  ...  ...  ...  5/- 


The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  Borough 
during  1923  : — 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 


3537 

300 

7143 

5203 


Total 16183 


An  analysis  of  the  above  cattle  gives : — 

Cows  ...  ...  ...  477  or  13.5% 

Bulls  70  or  2.0% 

Bullocks  and  Heifers  ...2990  or  84.5% 


3537  100.0% 


Animals  affected  with  Tuberculosis  in  any  degree : — 

Cows  ...  ...  ...  45  9.4% 

Bulls,  Bullocks  and  Heifers  17  .6% 

Total  of  all  Cattle  ...  1-8% 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  164  1-4% 

The  quality  of  the  Meat  continues  to  be  high. 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  in 
the  country,  there  has  been  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  live 
cattle,  and  a considerable  amount  of  dressed  beef  has  been 
bought,  this  somewhat  reduces  the  numbers  slaughtered 
in  the  Borough. 

No  case  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  has  occurred  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year. 

A suspected  case  of  Anthrax  occurred  in  a sheep,  this  was 
not  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Swine  Fever  was  found  in  a slaughter  house  among  a 
number  of  animals. 


I 
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Prompt  attention  was  taken,  and  the  whole  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  and  carefully  examined. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  take  only  three  carcases  out  of 
34  slaughtered. 

This  action  was  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
Inspectors. 

No  further  cases  occurred. 

In  one  instance,  it  was  found  that  slaughtering  had  taken 
place  on  unlicensed  premises. 

The  occupier  was  warned,  and  no  further  offence  has 
occurred. 


DISEASED  AND  UNSOUND  MEAT  AND  FOOD  DESTROYED 
AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  FOOD  IN  1923. 


I Cow  Carcase  and  Offal 
I Bullock  ,,  ,,  ,, 

*I  Cow 

*I  Cow  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1 Sheep  ,, 

6 Pigs 

3 ,,  ,,  >)  )) 

2 ,,  , , , , , , 

I ,,  I)  >>  ” 

1 Calf  ,,  ,,  it 

2 Loins,  Flanks  and  Skirtings 

of  Beef 

2 Briskets  Beef 
I Hind  Quarter  Beef 
79  Beast  Livers 

I , , It 

I It  ” 

7 ,,  ,, 

6 

I ) ) It 

9 ,,  Heads 

I „ 

•> 


Generalized  Tuberculosis. 


Tuberculosis  of  Lungs,  Dropsy, 
and  Emaciation. 

Moribund  (suspected  Anthrax.) 
Generalized  Tuberculosis. 

Swine  Fever. 

Fevered  Flesh  and  Moribund. 
Rickets,  Emaciation  and  Dropsy. 
Immature  (slink). 

Localized  Tuberculosis. 


and  Tongue 


Injury. 

Flukes  and  Cirrhosis. 
Carcinoma 
Cavernous  Angioma. 
Tuberculosis. 

Abscesses. 

Echinococcus  Veterinorum. 
Tuberculosis. 

> » 

Actinomycosis. 
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5 Beast  Skirting  and 
Trimmings 
G ,,  Spleens 

49  sets  Beast  Lnngs 

1 » > > y ) > 

34  ,,  ,,  ,, 

4 

^ if  ft  ft 

3 Beast  Stomachs  and 
Intestines 

5 ,,  Mesenteries 

3 ,,  Hearts 

3 ,,  Pancreas 

2 ,,  Udders 

7 lbs.  Beef  Trimmings 


Tuberculosis. 


Pneumonia. 

Pleurisy. 

Echinococcus  Veterinorum. 
Tuberculosis. 


1 set  sheep  Lungs 
f ) » j > > > 

4 

^ 1 1 y ) t > 

1 Sheep  Heart 

1 ,,  Liver 

I > J 3 > 

131  Pigs  Heads 
106  „ Hearts  and  Lungs 
66  „ Livers 
4 „ 

7 

• 1 1 1 1 

1-  > » 1 j 

1 3 3 3 3 

174  sets  Pigs  Lungs 
21 

" 3 3 3 3 3 3 

1 33  33  33 

13  Pigs  Hearts 
34  , 

46  , 

10  , 


* Casualty  Animals. 
Pneumonia. 
Abscesses. 
Pleurisy. 
Carditis. 
Flukes. 
ParaMtical. 
Tuberculosis. 


Echinococcus  Veterinorium, 
Cirrhosis. 

Fatty  Degeneration. 

Fatty  Infiltration. 
Pneumonia . 

Pleurisy. 

Blood  Aspiration. 
Pericarditis. 

Tuberculosis. 


Spleens 
Mesenteries 
Stomachs  and 
Intestines  „ 

2 „ Kidneys  Nephritis. 

14  ,,  Stomachs,  Intestines 

and  Spleens  Swine  Fever  Lesions. 

Total  weight  surrended  and  destroyed  ...  12,479  lbs. 
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WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  MARKETS  AND  PREMISES 
WHERE  FOOD  STUFFS  ARE  PREPARED  AND  SOLD. 


Markets  are  held  twice  weekly. 

An  inspection  is  made  of  each  stall  or  shoi>  selling  articles 
of  food  or  drink.  In  addition,  the  wholesale  dealers  are 
open  each  day,  and  are  inspected  regrilarly. 


Hawkers’  Carts  are  inspected  periodically. 

Fish,  Game,  Poultry,  Rabbit,  Grocers,  Greengrocers, 
Butchers  and  other  shops,  also  premises  where  meat  products 
are  prepared,  are  visited  regularly  in  all  parts  of  the  Borough. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  shops  devoted 
to  the  preparation  or  sale  of  food  in  the  town.  : — 


Butchers  Shops  and  Stalls 

...  81 

Bakers 

...  46 

Confectionery,  Chocolates  and  Sweets 

...  99 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

...  64 

Fish,  Game  and  Poultry  ... 

...  18 

Grocer  (General) 

...  155 

Greengrocery... 

...  81 

Ice  Cream 

...  40 

Milk  Retailers  and  Shops  ... 

...  41 

Miscellaneous 

...  8 

Tripe  

...  25 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

...  16 

Totals 

...  674 

2,980  visits  were  made,  and  the  following  articles  were 
surrendered  and  destroyed  ; — 

534  Rabbits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Unsound. 

35  Rabbits’  Livers  Coccidiosis. 

131  lbs.  Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  Unsound. 

0 lbs.  Mutton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

4 lbs.  Ham 

300  Imported  Pig  Maws  ... 

231  lbs.  Strawberries  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

7 bags  Gooseberries  ...  

28  baskets  Cherries 
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1 bottle  Blackberries 
1 bottle  Pickles  ... 


30 

tins 

Milk  

1 

) > 

Honey 

2 

> y 

Lobster 

3 

} y 

Apricots  ... 

3 

y y 

Apricot  Pulp 

1 

) y 

Chicken,  Ham  and 

2 

i y 

Ham  and  Tongue 

2 

y y 

Lunch  Tongue 

5 

y y 

Salmon 

8 

y y 

Beef 

2 

yy 

Pork  and  Beans 

16 

y y 

Pears 

27 

y y 

Tomatoes 

1 

y y 

Fruit  Salad 

13 

Pine 

Cubes 

3 

Tins  Veal  Paste 

3 

y 

Rabbit 

13 

y 

Cherries  ... 

1 

y 

Tomato  Soup 

11 

y 

Peaches 

1 

Roast  Beef 

12 

tins 

Prawns 

1 

y 

Peas 

8 

yy 

Strawberries 

2 

y 

Raspberries 

86 

y y 

Sardines  ... 

47 

y 

Milk  Cocoa 

4 

y y 

Herrings  ... 

4 

y y 

Fish  Paste 

3 

y y 

Pilchards  ... 

1 

y y 

King  Fish 

1 

y y 

Plums 

Total  weight  destroyed  . 


. Unsound 


e Paste 


4,:20d  lbs. 
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Table  XLI. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  &.  DRUGS  ACTS. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  UONF. 

181  samples  have  been  obtained  and  sul)mitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  as  follows  : — 


Total  Number 
of  Samples. 

Legal. 

Informal. 

RESL 

Genuine 

Samples. 

ILTS. 

Adulterated 

Samples. 

Legal 

Inform '1 

Legal 

Inform '1 

Butter 

4 

4 

4 

Sponge  Cakes 

12 

1 

11 

10 

1 

1 

Baked  Beaus 

1 

1 

1 

Pepper 

1 

1 

i 

Ground  Rice 

2 

2 

2 

Arrowroot  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Lard 

1 

11 

1 

Sponge  Mixture 

1 

1 

1 

Coffee 

2 

2 

2 

Baking  Powder 

10 

10 

lu 

Cocoa 

1 

1 

1 

Milk 

123 

123 

116 

7 

Separated  Milk 

2 

2 

2 

Pork  Sausage 

5 

6 

5 

Tinned  Peas 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Milk  for  Di’'t 

2 

2 

2 

Preserved  Cream 

5 

5 

5 

Cream 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Water 

1 

1 

1 

Pork  ( hop  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Prescriptions 

9 

189 

142 

47 

124 

42 

9 

5 

* They  were  more  or  less  inaccurately  compounded  on  a basis  of 
the  full  quantity  of  liquid  required.  In  one  instance  the  hottle  only 
held  7 instead  of  8 ounces  as  prescribed. 
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Average  Composition  of  all  Milk  Samples. 
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Table  XLIII. 
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Table  XLIII.  - Contiuued. 
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OTHER  SAMPLES  TAKEN. 

Tlirot'  sain])U\s  of  Milk  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus. 

I 

One  sam]ile  of  Seiiarated  Milk  for  Bacteriological 
K.xamiuatiou. 

Two  samjiles  of  Milk  for  Dirt. 

One  sample  of  \\'ater  for  Chemical  Analysis. 

MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

( ^ Failure  to  abate  certain  nuisance.  Magistrates’  Order  made 

j and  Defendant  fined 

• £2  10s.  and  15/-  costs. 

t 

I 

Failure  to  abate  certain  nuisances.  Magistrates’  Order  made 

and  Defendant  fined 

4 £2  10s.  and  15/-  costs. 

» 

i DISINFECTING  STATION. 

3,547  articles  were  disinfected,  steam  being  used  in  all 
instances. 

In  addition,  371  rooms  in  258  private  houses  have  been 
• disinfected,  7 School  Departments,  35  Class  Rooms,  two  Police 

I Cells  and  five  Wards  at  the  Infirmary  were  also  disinfected. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS. 

» 

One  adult  was  bathed  and  cleansed,  and  13  articles  of 
clothing  were  disinfected. 

I 56  Rooms  in  dwelling  houses  have  been  disinfected  on 

I account  of  vermin. 

V 

r On  request,  51  beddings,  92  mattresses,  20  pillows,  11 

h’  blankets,  7 sheets  and  138  sundry  articles  of  clothing,  a total 

< of  319  articles,  were  removed  from  houses  and  voluntarily 

destroyed. 
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